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Bureau of Forestry—Conserving Penn’s Woods

The mission of the Bureau of Forestry
is to ensure the long-term health,
viability, and productivity of the
commonwealth’s forests, and to
conserve native wild plants.

State Forest Management
The bureau manages state forests

to provide a suite of uses and
values, while maintaining their wild
character. State forests are managed
for pure water, recreation, scenic
beauty, plant and animal habitat,
sustainable timber, and mineral
resources. State forest management is
guided by the State Forest Resource
Management Plan.

The state forest system is a “working
forest.” The Bureau of Forestry
carefully manages the

forest for a variety of
uses and values,
while ensuring
sustainability.

Ecosystem
Management
The bureau
employs
“ecosystem
management”
as its principal
strategy for
managing state
forests. This
approach seeks
to conserve
natural patterns
and processes while
advancing long-term
sustainability. Ecosystem
management promotes
conservation of plant and
animal communities and
the landscapes and habitats that support them. It also accounts for
needs and values of people and communities.

A Working Forest

Visitors may encounter active timber
harvests on state forest land. Harvesting
trees provides sustainable wood
products for society while enhancing
habitat and overall forest health.

Mountain Laurel, Pennsylvania’s
State Flower.

As you travel throughout the
state forest, you’ll see examples
of our forests “at work.” Some
of these management practices
are more noticeable than others,
such as active timber harvests,
deer exclosure fences, prescribed
fires, and spongy moth spraying.
Others are subtle, such as
protection of a vernal pool,
buffering a stream from timber
harvesting, or designating a
special area to conserve its wild character or protect a rare plant
community. Each of these management practices and activities
plays a vital role in the management and conservation of our state
forest system.

Dual Certified Forest

Pennsylvania’s 2.2-million-acre state forest system is one the
largest dual certified forests in North America. The forest is
certified under the Forest Stewardship Council™ and Sustainable
Forestry Initiative© standards. The FSCO© is an independent
organization supporting environmentally appropriate, socially
beneficial, and economically viable management of the world’s
forests. SFIO certification focuses on protection of water
quality, biodiversity, wildlife habitat, species at risk, and forests

; with exceptional conservation value. Dual
@ggggé}g@sm certification ensures that Pennsylvania’s state
INIATIVE forests are managed to the highest third-party

VA

standards.

Forest Conservation

The bureau’s role in forest conservation extends
beyond state-owned lands. The agency is charged
with protecting all of Pennsylvania’s forests
from wildfire and damaging insects and diseases,
and conserving and managing the state’s native, wild plant
communities. As the state’s lead forest conservation agency,
the bureau promotes forestry knowledge and stewardship to
other government agencies, communities, landowners, forest
industries, and the general public.

EFSC

www.fsc.org
FSC* C004248

The mark of
responsible forestry

Help Conserve our Forests
Our actions help determine the future of our forests. To learn more
about how you can help conserve Penn’s Woods, visit www.dcnr.

pa.gov
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State Parks and Recreation Areas

Caledonia State Park

This 1,125-acre park in Adams and Franklin counties offers
picnicking, hunting, biking, and hiking on 10 miles of trails, including
the Appalachian Trail.

Pine Grove Furnace State Park
Located in Cumberland County, this 696-acre park features Laurel Lake
and Fuller Lake, which provide fishing, swimming, and boating.

Mont Alto State Park
Mont Alto is a 24-acre park offering
picnicking and fishing.

Kings Gap Environmental
Education and Training
Center

Educational programs are offered
throughout the year at this 2,531-acre
park in Cumberland County.

Codorus State Park

Codorus State Park features Lake
Marburg, a 1,275-acre lake within a
3,490-acre park in York County.

Gifford Pinchot State Park
This 2,338-acre park in York County
includes a 340-acre lake, over 300
campsites, and modern cabins.

Historic iron furnace at Pine
Grove Furnace State Park.

Visitors enjoy a picnic at Gifford Pinchot State Park.
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History

Michaux State Forest encompasses about 87,448 acres along South
Mountain, the northern terminus of the Blue Ridge Mountains,
extending about 40 miles into southcentral Pennsylvania in a generally
southwest to northeast direction. The range itself is six to seven miles
wide and is bounded on both sides by broad, fertile agricultural valleys
including several large communities with a wide variety of light to
medium industry. The forest is named in honor of Andre Michaux, a
renowned French botanist and explorer who discovered and named over
280 new plant species in colonial America.

Historically, Michaux State Forest has played an important role in
Pennsylvania’s forest conservation movement. The first tract of land
was purchased here in 1901. The majority of Michaux State Forest land
was acquired in the early 1930s.

Michaux State Forest can boast many firsts in forestry in Pennsylvania.
The first forest tree nursery was established at Mont Alto in 1902 and
one year later the Pennsylvania State Forest Academy was opened near
the nursery at the site of the old Mont Alto Iron Furnace. One primary
purpose of the forest academy was to train professional foresters

for the new state Department of Forestry. This forest can also claim
Pennsylvania’s first
wooden fire tower, built
in 1905, and the first
steel structure built in
1914. The first forest tree
plantings and cultural
work on state forests
were concentrated in this
area, primarily because
of the location of Mont
Alto Forest Academy.
For a brief time in its
early years, the bureau,
under Dr. Joseph
Rothrock, founded and
administered the South
Mountain Tuberculosis Sanatorium. This was subsequently turned over
to the Department of Health and has been converted to a geriatric center
since tuberculosis is no longer a major health problem.

Local iron furnaces stripped the trees from
South Mountain to make charcoal fuel
from the mid-1780s to the early 1900s.

Year-round recreational use of the forest has grown dramatically. The
close proximity to several large metropolitan areas is one of the major
reasons for the extremely heavy use. Washington D.C. and Baltimore
are less than two hours away by car. Local residents and those enrolled
at the many local colleges also constitute a large portion of use of
Michaux State Forest.

Hunting and fishing are historically popular pastimes. ATV, mountain
bike, and equestrian usage continues to increase in popularity.
Organized events (requiring permits) such as mountain bike races,
running races, rock climbing, and “pioneer treks” are common on many
weekends throughout the year.
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Pennsylvania State Forest System []
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“Central Offic&~ N
Department of Conservation‘afig
Natural Reseurces

Bureau of Forestry

P.O. Box 8552

Harrisburg, PA-17105-8552

717 787-2703

PAForester@ pa.gov

Website
Visit www.dcnr.pa.gov/forestry.
for more-information.

@28 Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/PADCNR

For Your Safety

State forests belong to the people of
Pennsylvania. Enjoy them, but take time to know
the rules and regulations designed to protect the
forests and you. To get a-copy of State Forest
Rules-and-Regulations, contact the-districtoffice
or visitour website.

In Case of Emergency

Call 911 -for pelice, fire, ambulance; and

search and rescue. Be aware that the remote nature
of state forests often precludes good cellular phone
service. If possible, move to higher ground to attempt
your call. >
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Michaux State Forest

Map and Recreation Guide




