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PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (PA-DCNR) in cooperation with 
the United States Department of Agriculture-Forest Service (USDA-FS) as part of the Lymantria dispar 
dispar  Suppression Program, proposes to treat the area and acreage described in Table 1.    

Proposed treatments will use a single application of Btk Foray 76B (38 CLU @ ½ gal. per acre), or Mimic 
2LV (5 fl. oz. per acre @ ½  gallons per acre)  

Table 1.  2024 Proposed Treatment Acreage for Lymantria dispar dispar Suppression Program  

GMSP 2024 By Contract and Ownership 

    

         
  Rotary Bt Fixed Wing Bt Fixed Wing Mimic Total 

  Blocks Acres Blocks Acres Blocks Acres Blocks Acres 

Private Resid                 

State Forest 23 15,018 0 0 128 204,553 151 219,571 

State Parks 20 2,740 0 0 1 227 21 2,967 

PGC                 

Fed  1 79         1 79 

                  

Totals 44 17,837 0 0 129 204,780 173 222,617 

 

Second Bt Application       

State Forest 11 5,124     162 224,695 

State Parks 0 0     21 2,967 

Federal 1 79     2 158 

Total Double Bt 12 5,203       

Total 56 23,040 0 0 129 204,780 185 227,820 

 

The treatments will take place in April-May-June, depending on insect phenology, to synchronize the 
aerial application with the most susceptible stage of Lymantria dispar.  Private aerial contractors under 
the supervision of Division of Forest Health will conduct the treatment. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Pennsylvania DCNR emphasizes ongoing communication with organizations and individuals interested in 
the Lymantria dispar project.  Because DCNR has conducted Lymantria dispar suppression projects since 
1972, the lines of communication are well established with land managers and the public.   



County and municipal coordinators and public meetings were not needed for the current program 
because no private lands are being sprayed.   

Public Access to Project Plans – Lymantria dispar dispar suppression project plans are made available to 
state and federal agencies, such as the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, and the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service.  All interested parties can review copies of suppression project plans and maps of the 
proposed treatment areas at the Division of Forest Health areas office listed on the cover page.  All 
interested groups and individuals are encouraged to respond with their comments or concerns.   
 
State and local agencies will ensure that people recreating in designated treatment areas are aware of 
the impending spraying.  DCNR also issues a Press Release at the beginning of the program.  An 
interactive map on the DCNR Bureau of Forestry’s web page will provide progress updates on the 
suppression program.   

AUTHORIZING LAWS AND POLICIES 

The Pennsylvania Lymantria dispar dispar suppression project is conducted by the Division of Forest 
Health, Bureau of Forestry, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, under authority of Act 
No. 18 of 1995, with the purpose of reducing Lymantria dispar dispar populations to mitigate the 
aesthetic, economic, and environmental losses caused by Lymantria dispar dispar caterpillars feeding on 
forested areas.  This is accomplished through our Lymantria dispar dispar suppression project that is a 
cooperative venture between the Commonwealth, the USDA Forest Service, and the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND COMPLIANCE WITH THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT 

All proposed spray blocks were submitted to the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, Pennsylvania Game Commission, United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission for environmental review 
(PNDI).  Please see the PNDI response letters below for all measures and recommendations made by 
each agency.  All measures will be implemented.  DCNR also added a ¼ mile no spray and no fly buffer 
around known bald eagle nests, which does not appear in any of the clearance letters but was requested 
by the jurisdictional agency.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources: 
 



 
 
Pennsylvania Game Commission 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 



US Fish and Wildlife Service 
 

 



 



 
 





 
 
 
 



 
The following measures were taken to protect frosted elfin and monarch butterflies as requested by the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service:  

 
-areas will be sprayed as early as possible (specific timing is dependent on Lymantria dispar 
development) to reduce threats to non-target lepidopteran species of concern such as frosted elfin 
and the monarch which also emerge in May 
 
-large ROW’s were cut out of the spray blocks, in order to minimize impact to early successional 
habitat and potential host plant species 

 
The following measures were taken to protect bald eagles as requested by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service:  

 
-all known eagle nests were buffered by at least 1,000 feet 
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COMPLIANCE WITH THE CLEAN WATER ACT 

The Division of Forest Health has coordinated the submission of an Individual Permit application (NPDES 
permit) with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.  The application was approved 
and an Individual Permit was issued for five years in 2023 (NPDES Permit No. PA0270776). 


