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No. 1993-50

AN ACT

HB 52

Providing for the establishment,operation and administration of the Keystone
Recreation,ParkandConservationFund;designatingaportionof theStateRealty
transfertax revenuesas afunding sourcefor thefund; authorizingthe incurring
of indebtedness,with the approvalof the electorate,to provide funding for the
acquisition of, improvementsto and the rehabilitationof parks, recreational
facilities, educationalfacilities, historic sites, zoosandpublic libraries; imposing
additionalpowersanddutieson the Departmentof EnvironmentalResources,the
Departmentof CommunityAffairs, theDepartmentof Education,thePennsylvania
Historical andMuseumCommission,the StateSystemof HigherEducation,the
PennsylvaniaGameCommissionandthePennsylvaniaFishandBoatCommission;
requiringa transferfrom the Realty TransferTax Account in the GeneralFund;
andmaking anappropriation.
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The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known andmay be cited as the KeystoneRecreation,

Park andConservationFundAct.
Section2. Declarationof policy.

The GeneralAssembly finds anddeclaresas follows:
(1) Fundamental to the health and welfare of the people of

Pennsylvaniaarethe landandwaterresourcesof this Commonwealthas
describedin section27 of Article I of theConstitutionof Pennsylvania.
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(2) Commonwealthparks,gamelands, fishing areas,historical sites,
educationalfacilities, community parks,recreationareas,natural areas,
zoosandlibraries aresignificant assetsandareimportantcontributorsto
tourism,economicdevelopmentandrecreation.

(3) The Commonwealth’spark andforest systems,its historic sites,
many local park areas,zoosandrecreationalfacilities, particularly in our
urban centers,andpublic libraries areat the heartof numerousstudies
which demonstrateawell-documentedneedfor the immediateprovision
of funding for rehabilitationof these park and recreationfacilities of
critical importanceto visitor safetyandenvironmentalprotectionandfor
the acquisitionof recreationandopen spacelands which face imminent
loss or damage.

(4) In orderto facilitatetheimprovementof theCommonwealth’spark
and forest systems,our local park andrecreationfacilities, our natural
areas,our zoos,our historic sites, educationalfacilities and our public
libraries, it is necessaryto makesubstantialexpendituresfor capital
improvements.

(5) Growthin fmancial supportfor recreationin thisCommonwealth
hasnot kept up with thegrowingneedsof recreationconsumers.

(6) A predictable and stable source of funding has been well
documentedas the most appropriateway to achievea solution to the
funding problems facing parks, natural areas, recreation, historic
preservationfacilities, educationalfacilities, zoosandpublic libraries in
this Commonwealth.

(7) Thecontinuedneedfor recreationandcommunityservicesrequires
thedevelopmentof new,andrehabilitationof existing,indoorandoutdoor
recreation,park, historic, zoo andlibrary facilities.

(8) The Commonwealthmust act to developand rehabilitateand to
assistmunicipalities to developand to rehabilitatenewly and previously
acquiredlands andfacilities for recreation,historical uses,conservation
and environmentaleducationso that the public may haveaccessand
enjoymentof theseareasandfacilities.

(9) TheCommonwealthmustactto acquireandto assistmunicipalities
to acquire lands for recreation, historical uses, conservation and
environmentaleducationsothatthepublicmayhaveaccessandenjoyment
of theseareasandfacilities.

Section 3. Definitions.
The following wordsand phraseswhenused in this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this section unless the contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Acquisition.” The purchaseor leasewith anoption to purchaseof land
or buildingsforpublicpark,conservation,historical,recreation,zooor library
uses.

“Administrativeexpenses.” Any expendituresof funds,including, butnot
limited to, expendituresof Commonwealthagenciesfor personnelandother
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operatingcostsnecessaryto accomplishthepurposesof thisact.
“Agency.” TheDepartmentof EnvironmentalResources,theDepartment

of Community Affairs, the Departmentof Education, the Pennsylvania
HistoricalandMuseumCommission,theStateSystemof HigherEducation,
the PennsylvaniaFish and Boat Commissionandthe PennsylvaniaGame
Commissionof theCommonwealth.

“Development.” Any new construction, improvement, alteration or
renovation required for and compatiblewith the physical development,
improvementof land or buildingsfor public park, conservation,historical,
recreationor library purposes.

“Educationalfacility.” A facility ownedby the StateSystemof Higher
Education.

“Fund.” The Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund
establishedin this act.

“Historic preservationorganization.” A nonprofitorganizationdedicated
to the research,restoration,rehabilitationandotheractivities furtheringthe
protection, enhancement,preservationor enjoymentof historic resources
which is tax exemptundersection501(c)(3)of theInternalRevenueCodeof
1986(PublicLaw99-514,26U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)),registeredwith theBureau
of CharitableOrganizationsand has been in existencefor at least five
consecutiveyears.

“Historic site.” Any publiclandorbuilding,structure,object,district,area
or sitesignificantin thehistory, architecture,maritimeheritage,archaeology
or culture of the United States, the Commonwealth or any of its
municipalities.

“Land.” Any real property, including improvementsthereon, right-of-
ways,water, riparian andother rights,easements,privilegesandany other
physicalpropertyor rights of interestof any kind or descriptionrelating to
or connectedwith realproperty.

“Land trust.” A nonprofit conservation or preservationorganization,
conservancyor land trust whose primary purposeis the conservationand
preservationof openspace,parklandsor naturalareasforpublicbenefit.Any
qualified organizationshall be tax exemptundersection 501(c)(3) of the
InternalRevenueCodeof 1986 (Public Law 99-514,26 U.S.C.§ 501(c)(3)),
registeredwith thePennsylvaniaCommissionon CharitableOrganizationsand
havean existencefor at leastfive consecutiveyears.

“Library.” Any free,public, nonsectarianlibrary, whetherestablishedand
maintainedby a municipality or by a private association,corporationor
group,which servesthe informational,educationalandrecreationalneedsof
all the residentsof the areafor which its governingbody is responsibleby
providing free access,including free lending andreferenceservices,to an
organizedandcurrentlyusefulcollectionof printeditemsandothermaterials
andtothe servicesof a stafftrainedto recognizeandprovidefor theseneeds.

“Municipality.” Any county,city, borough,incorporatedtown, township,
homerule municipalityor anyofficial agencycreatedby theforegoingunits
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of governmentunderthelaws of thisCommonwealth.Any of theactionsof
an authority or other official agencytaken under this act shall be first
approvedby theparticipatinglocal governingbodiesin thatauthorityor other
official agency.

“Naturalareas.” Any areaof land, wateror bothlandandwaterwhich is
important in preservingflora, fauna,native ecologicalsystems,geological,
natural historical, open space,scenic or similar featuresof scientific or
educationalvaluebenefitingthe citizensof this Commonwealth.

“Planning.” Comprehensivepark and recreation plans, master site
developmentplans, feasibility studies, natural area studies, inventories,
greenwaysandopenspaceplans,maintenancemanagementplansandother
plansanddocumentsuseful to municipalities,Stateagenciesandlandtrusts
in theplanning,development,operation,protectionandmanagementof their
public recreation,park, historic natural areas, facilities and programs.
Planningmay beperformedby Stateagencystaffor by outsideconsultants.

“Recreationalareas,” Public buildings, structures,facilities, lands and
watersfor anyrelatedpublic recreationpurposesuchas,but not limited to,
playgrounds, swimming facilities, athletic fields, courts, maintenance
buildings,trails,recreationalandenvironmentalcentersusedfor suchactive
andpassivepurposes,including, but not limited to, public parks, fishing,
hunting, boating,educationalpurposesor preservationof scenic sightsor
areasof historicalsignificance.

“Rehabilitation.” The improvementor restoration,excluding routine
maintenance,of existing public indoor or outdoor natural areas,historic,
recreational,park andlibrary facilities.

“Technicalassistance.”Theprovisionof grantandprofessionalserviceto
municipalities, organizationsand citizens, including, but not limited to,
publications, video tapes, workshops, meetings,phone consultation and
written andelectroniccommunication.

“Zoo.” Anyaccreditedandlicensedzoologicalparkor otherarea,whether
establishedand maintainedby a municipality or by a private nonprofit
association,corporationor group,whichhousesacollectionof variedliving
animalsand which actively participatesin wildlife conservation,education
andrecreationprogramsandwhich servesto increasethe understandingof
andappreciationfor living animals.
Section4. KeystoneRecreation,Park andConservationFund.

(a) Establishment.—Thereis herebyestablishedin the StateTreasurya
restrictedreceiptaccountto be knownas theKeystoneRecreation,Parkand
ConservationFundto providemoneysnecessaryto implementtheprovisions
of this act.

(b) Sourceof funds.—All proceedsfrom the saleof bonds or notesas
approvedundersection5 andthe monthly transferof aportionof the State
RealtyTransferTax shall providethe necessarymoneysfor the fund.

(c) Appropriations.—All moneysin the fund areherebyappropriatedon
acontinuingnonlapsingbasisto thedesignatedagenciesin the amountsset
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forth in section 12. No funds shall be expendedby any agencywithout
authorizationby the Governor.

(d) Interest.—All interest earned by the fund and all refunds or
repaymentsshall be creditedto the fund andareherebyappropriatedto the
appropriateagenciesin the samepercentageas specifiedin section12,
Section5. Referendum.

(a) Question.—Thequestionof incurringindebtednessof $50,000,000for
the purposes of planning, acquisition, development, rehabilitation and
improvementof parksandrecreationalfacilities, naturalareas,historic sites,
zoos and libraries shall be submittedto the electors at the next primary,
municipal or generalelection following enactmentof thisact.

(b) Certification.—TheSecretaryof the Commonwealthshall certify the
form of thequestionundersubsection(c) to the countyboardsof elections.

(c) Form of question.—The question shall be in substantially the
following form:

Do you favor the incurring of indebtednessby the Commonwealthof
$50,000,000to providefor thefundingof naturepreservesandwildlife
habitats and for improvementsto and expansionof State parks,
communityparksandrecreationfacilities, historic sites,zoosandpublic
libraries.

(d) Election.—The election shall be conductedat the next occurring
generalor municipal election following the effective date of this act, in
accordancewith the actof June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333,No.320),known as the
PennsylvaniaElectionCode,exceptthat thetime limits for advertisementof
noticeof theelection maybe waivedas to the question.

(e) Proceeds.—Proceedsof borrowingshall bedepositedin theKeystone
Recreation,Park andConservationFundandshall beusedto implementthe
provisionsof this act.
Section 6. Commonwealthindebtedness.

(a) Borrowing authorized.—
(1) Subjectto theapprovalof theelectorateof thereferendumset-~forth~

in section5 andundertheprovisionsof section7(a)(3)of Article VIII of
the Constitutionof Pennsylvania,the issuingofficials areauthorizedand
directed to borrow over a three-year period, on the credit of the
Commonwealth, money not exceeding in the aggregatethe sum of
$50,000,000,not including moneyborrowedto refundoutstandingbonds,
notesor replacementnotes,as may be foundnecessaryto carry out the
purposesof this act.

(2) As evidenceof the indebtednessauthorizedin this act, general
obligationbondsof theCommonwealthshallbe issued,from time totime,
to providemoneysnecessaryto canyout thepurposesof thisactfor such
total amounts,in such form, in such denominationsandsubject to such
termsandconditionsof issue,redemptionandmaturity, rateof interestand
time of paymentof interestasthe issuingofficials direct,exceptthat the
lateststatedmaturitydateshall not exceed20 years from the dateof the
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first obligation issuedto evidencethe debt.
(3) All bondsandnotesissuedundertheauthorityof thisactshallbear

facsimilesignaturesof theissuingofficial andafacsimileof the greatseal
of the Commonwealthand shall be countersignedby a duly authorized
officerof aduly authorizedloanandtransferagentof theCommonwealth.

(4) All bondsandnotes issuedin accordancewith the provisionsof
this sectionshall be directobligationsof the Commonwealth,andthefull
faith andcreditof theCommonwealthareherebypledgedfor thepayment
of the interestthereon,asit becomesdue,andthepaymentof theprincipal
at maturity. Theprincipal of andintereston thebondsandnotesshall be
payablein lawful moneyof theUnited States.

(5) All bonds and notes issuedunder the provisionsof this section
shallbe exemptfrom taxationfor Stateandlocal purposesexceptas may
beprovidedunderArticle XVI of theactof March 4, 1971(P.L.6, No.2),
known asthe Tax ReformCodeof 1971.

(6) Thebondsmaybe issuedas couponbondsor registeredasto both
principal andinterestas the issuingofficials may determine.If interest
couponsareattached,theyshallcontainthefacsimilesignatureof theState
Treasurer.

(7) The issuingofficials shallprovidefor theamortizationof thebonds
in substantialandregularamountsover theterm of the debtso that the
bondsof eachissueallocatedto theprogramsto befundedfrom thebond
issue shall mature within a period not to exceed the appropriate
amortizationperiod for eachprogramas specifiedby theissuingofficials
but in no casein excessof 30 years.The first retirementof principal shall
bestatedto matureprior to theexpirationof aperiod of timeequaLtoone-
tenth of the time from the dateof the first obligation issuedto evidence
the debtto the dateof theexpirationof the termof thedebt.Retirements
of principal shall be regular and substantial if made in annual or
semiannualamountswhetherby statedserialmaturitiesor by mandatory
sinking fund retirements.

(8) The issuingofficialsareauthorizedtoprovideby resolutionfor the
issuanceof refundingbondsfor thepurposeof refundinganydebtissued
under theprovisionsof thisactandthenoutstanding,eitherby voluntary
exchangewith the holdersof the outstandingdebtor to providefundsto
redeemandretire theoutstandingdebtwith accruedinterest,anypremium
payablethereonand the costsof issuanceandretirementof the debt,at
maturity or at any call date. The issuanceof the refundingbonds, the
maturitiesandotherdetails thereof,the rights of the holders thereofand
the dutiesof the issuingofficials in respecttheretoshallbe governedby
theprovisionsof thissectioninsofarasthey maybeapplicable.Refunding
bonds,whicharenot subjectto theaggregatelimitation of $50,000,000of
debt to be issued pursuantto this act, may be issuedby the issuing
officials to refund debtoriginally issuedor to refund bonds previously
issuedfor refundingpurposes.
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(9) Wheneverany action is to be taken or decisionmadeby the
Governor,the Auditor Generaland theState Treasureractingas issuing
officials and the threeofficers are not able unanimouslyto agree,the
actionor decisionof the Governorandeitherthe Auditor Generalor the
StateTreasurershall be binding andfinal.

(10) IssuingofficialsshallmeantheGovernor,theAuditorGeneraland
the StateTreasurer.
(b) Saleof bonds.—

(1) Wheneverbondsare issued,they shall be offeredfor saleat not
lessthan98% of the principal amountandaccruedinterestandshall be
sold by theissuingofficials to thehighestandbestbidderor biddersafter
duepublic advertisementonthetermsandconditionsandupon suchopen
competitivebidding as the issuingofficials shall direct. The mannerand
characterof the advertisementand the time of advertising shall be
prescribedby the issuing officials. No commissionshall be allowed or
paid for the saleof any bonds issuedunder the authorityof this act.

(2) Any portion of any bond issue so offered and not sold or
subscribedfor atpublic salemay be disposedof by privatesaleby the
issuingofficials in suchmannerandat suchprices,not less than98% of
theprincipalamountandaccruedinterest,astheGovernorshalldirect.No
commissionshall be allowed or paid for the sale of any bonds issued
under theauthorityof this act.

(3) When bondsareissuedfrom time to time, thebondsof eachissue
shall constitutea separateseriesto be designatedby the issuingofficials
or may be combinedfor saleas one serieswith othergeneralobligation
bondsof the Commonwealth.

(4) Until permanentbondscan be prepared,the issuingofficials may
in their discretionissue,in lieu of permanentbonds,temporarybondsin
such form and with suchprivilegesas to registrationandexchangefor
permanentbondsas maybe determinedby the issuing officials.

(5) The proceedsrealizedfrom the sale of bonds andnotes,except
refundingbondsand replacementnotes,under the provisionsof this act
shall be paid into the KeystoneRecreation,Park andConservationFund
in the StateTreasuryandarespecificallydedicatedto thepurposesof this
act, Theproceedsshallbepaidby the StateTreasurerperiodicallyto those
agenciesauthorizedto expendthemat suchtimesandin suchamountsas
maybe necessaryto satisfythefunding needsof theagency.Theproceeds
of the saleof refundingbondsandreplacementnotesshall bepaid to the
State Treasurerand applied to the paymentof principal, the accrued
interestandpremium, if any, and cost of redemptionof thebonds and
notesfor whichthe obligationsshall havebeenissued.

(6) Pendingtheir applicationfor thepurposesauthorized,moneysheld
or depositedby theStateTreasurermay be investedor reinvestedas are
other fundsin thecustodyof the StateTreasurerin the mannerprovided
by law. All earningsreceivedfrom theinvestmentor depositof the funds
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shall bepaid into the StateTreasuryto thecredit of thefund.
(7) The Auditor General shall prepare the necessaryregistrybook to

be keptin theoffice of theduly authorizedloanandtransferagentof the
Commonwealthfor theregistrationof anybonds,attherequestof owners
thereof,accordingto the terms andconditionsof issue directedby the
issuingofficials.

(8) Thereis herebyappropriatedto the StateTreasurerfrom the fund
as much money as may be necessaryfor all costs and expensesin
connectionwith theissueof andsaleandregistrationof thebonds and
notes in connectionwith this act and the paymentof interestarbitrage
rebatesor proceedsof suchbondsandnotes.
(c) Temporaryfinancingauthorization.—

(1) Pendingtheissuanceof bondsof theCommonwealthasauthorized,
the issuing officials are hereby authorized, in accordancewith the
provisionsof this act and on the creditof the Commonwealth,to make
temporaryborrowingsnot to exceedoneyearin anticipationto theissue
of bondsin orderto providefunds in suchamountsas may, from time to
time, bedeemedadvisableprior to theissueof bonds.In order to provide
forandinconnectionwith suchtemporaryborrowings,theissuingofficials
areherebyauthorizedin thenameandon behalfof theCommonwealthto
enterinto any purchase,loan or credit agreementor agreementsor other
agreementor agreementswith any banks or trust companiesor other
lending institutions, investmentbankingfirms or personsin the United
Stateshavingpowerto enterinto thesame,whichagreementsmaycontain
provisions not inconsistentwith the provisions of this act as may be
authorizedby the issuingofficials.

(2) All temporaryborrowings madeunder the authorizationof this
sectionshall beevidencedby notesof theCommonwealth,whichshallbe
issued,from timeto time, for suchamountsnot exceedingin theaggregate
theapplicablestatutoryandconstitutionaldebtlimitation, in suchformand
in such denominationsand subject to termsand condition of sale and
issue,prepaymentor redemptionandmaturity, rateor ratesof interestand
time of paymentof interestas the issuing officials shall authorizeand
direct and in accordancewith this act. Such authorizationanddirection
may providefor thesubsequentissuanceof replacementnotesto refund
outstandingnotes or replacementnotes,which replacementnotes shall,
upon issuancethereof,evidencesuch borrowing,and may specify such
othertermsandconditionswith respectto thenotesandreplacementnotes
therebyauthorizedfor issuanceastheissuingofficials may determineand
direct.

(3) When the authorizationand direction of the issuing officials
provide for the issuanceof replacementnotes,the issuing officials are
herebyauthorizedin the nameand on behalfof the Commonwealthto
issue,enterinto or authorizeand direct the StateTreasurerto enterinto
agreementswith anybanks,trustcompanies,investmentbankingfirms or
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otherinstitutionsorpersonsin theUnited Stateshavingthepowerto enter
the same:

(i) To purchaseor underwritean issueor seriesof issuesof notes.
(ii) To credit,toenterinto anypurchase,loanor creditagreements,

to drawmoneyspursuantto any suchagreementson the terms and
conditionsset forth thereinandto issuenotesasevidenceof borrowings
madeunderany suchagreements.

(iii) To appointas issuingandpayingagentor agentswith respect
to notes.

(iv) Todo all actsasmaybenecessaryorappropriateto providefor
the payment,when due, of the intereston and the principal of such
notes.

Suchagreementsmayprovidefor the compensationof anypurchasersor
underwritersof notesor replacementnotesby discountingthe purchase
priceof the notesor by paymentof afixed feeor commissionat thetime
of issuancethereof,andall othercostsandexpenses,including feesfor
agreementsrelatedto the notes,issuingandpayingagentcostsandcosts
andexpensesof issuance,may be paid from theproceedsof the notes.

(4) When the authorization and direction of the issuing officials
providefor theissuanceof replacementnotes,the StateTreasurershall,at
or prior to the time of delivery of thesenotes or replacementnotes,
determinethe principal amounts,datesof issue,interestrateor rates(or
proceduresforestablishingsuchratesfrom time to time),ratesof discount,
denominationsandall othertermsandconditionsrelating to the issuance
andshallperform all actsandthingsnecessaryto pay or causeto bepaid,
whendue, all principal of and intereston the notes being refundedby
replacementnotesandto assurethat thesamemaydrawuponany moneys
available for that purposepursuant to any purchase,loan or credit
agreementsestablishedwith respectthereto,all subjecttotheauthorization
anddirection of the issuingofficials.

(5) Outstandingnotesevidencingthe borrowingsmay be fundedand
retiredby the issuanceand sale of the bonds of the Commonwealthas
hereinafterauthorized.The refundingbonds mustbe issuedandsold not
later than a date one year after the date of issuanceof the first notes
evidencingsuchborrowingsto theextentthat paymentof suchnoteshas
not otherwisebeenmadeor providedfor by sourcesother thanproceeds
of replacementnotes.

(6) Theproceedsof all temporaryborrowingshall bepaid to theState
Treasurerto beheldanddisposedof in accordancewith theprovisionsof
this act.
(d) Debt retirement.—

(1) All bondsissuedundertheauthority of thisactshallbe redeemed
atmaturity, togetherwith all interestdue,from timeto time,on thebonds,
andtheseprincipalandinterestpaymentsshallbepaid from theKeystone
Recreation,ParkandConservationSinking Fund,whichis herebycreated.
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For the specificpurposeof redeemingthebondsatmaturityandpayingall
interest thereonin accordancewith the information receivedfrom the
Governor,theGeneralAssemblyshallappropriatemoneystotheKeystone
Recreation,Park and ConservationSinking Fund for the paymentof
intereston the bondsandnotesandthe principal thereofat maturity. All
moneyspaidinto theKeystoneRecreation,ParkandConservationSinking
Fundandall of themoneysnot necessaryto payaccruinginterestshall be
investedby the StateTreasurerin suchsecuritiesas areprovidedby law
for theinvestmentof the sinkingfundsof the Commonwealth.

(2) TheStateTreasurershall determineandreport to the Secretaryof
the Budgetby November1 of eachyear, theamountof moneynecessary
for thepaymentof intereston outstandingobligationsandtheprincipalof
the obligations,if any, for the following fiscal year and the timesand
amountsof thepayments.It shall be the duty of theGovernorto include
in every budget submittedto the General Assembly full information
relatingto theissuanceof bondsandnotesundertheprovisionsof thisact
andthestatusof theKeystoneRecreation,ParkandConservationSinking
Fund of the Commonwealthfor thepaymentof intereston the bondsand
notesand theprincipal thereofatmaturity.

(3) The GeneralAssembly shall appropriatean amount equalto the
sumsthat may be necessaryto meetrepaymentobligationsfor principal
and interest for deposit into the Keystone Recreation, Park and
ConservationSinking Fund.
(e) Annual limitation on debtobligationsissued.—Bondsand notes,not

including refundingbondsor replacementnotes,as authorizedherein,shall
not be issuedin the aggregateprincipal amountof more than$35,000,000
during any one Statefiscal year.

(f) Expiration.—Authorizationto issue bonds andnotes,not including
refundingbonds and replacementnotes,for the purposesof this act shall
expire five yearsfrom the effectivedate of this section.
Section7. Allocation of StateRealty TransferTax revenues.

BeginningJuly 31,1994,andattheendof eachmonththereafter,theState
Treasurershall transfer to theKeystoneRecreation,Park and Conservation
Fund 15% of the previousmonth’s revenuesfrom the tax imposedunder
section1102-Cof theactof March 4, 1971 (P.L.6,No.2), known as theTax
ReformCodeof 1971.Upontheenactmentof an increaseof thetax imposed
undersection1102-Cof theact,theamounttransferredeachmonthpursuant
to this sectionshallnot exceedtheamountwhichwould havebeencollected
hadthe tax increasenot beenenacted.Moneystransferredto thefund from
State Realty Transfer Tax revenues shall not be made available for
expenditureuntil the fiscal yearbeginningJuly 1, 1995.
Section 8. Duties,responsibilitiesandlimitations on agencies.

(a) Generalrule.—Eachagencyshallpromulgaterulesandregulationsthat
arenecessaryto carry out thepurposesof thisact consistentwith thecriteria
set forth in this act.
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(b) Departmentof EnvironmentalResources.—
(1) The Departmentof EnvironmentalResourcesshall utilize bond

revenuesfor the following purposes:
(i) Rehabilitating,repairing anddevelopingStatepark and forest

facilities deemedby the departmentto be critical for visitor safety,
environmentalprotectionor essentialfor facility operation.Not less
than 70%of the bond revenueswill be usedfor thesepurposes.

(ii) Acquiring recreation areasand natural areas which in the
opinion of thedepartmentface imminentloss or damage.Up to 30%
of the bondrevenuesmay be usedfor this purpose.
(2) The department shall expend Realty Transfer Tax revenues

appropriatedfrom the KeystoneFund for the following purposes:
(i) Rehabilitating and upgrading Statepark andforest facilities.
(ii) Implementingtheactof December18, 1990 (P.L.748,No.188),

known as the Rails to Trails Act. Up to 10% of the moneyscan be
provided as 50/50 matchinggrantsto municipalities andappropriate
organizations for planning, acquisition and development of rails to
trails.

(iii) Making 50/50matchinggrantsto municipalitiesandappropriate
organizationsfor thepurposeof rivers protectionandconservation.Up
to 10% of themoneyscan be usedfor thispurpose.

(iv) Acquiring lands important to maintaining the integrity of
existingStateparksandforests.

(c) Departmentof CommunityAffairs.—
(1) TheDepartmentof CommunityAffairs shallprovidegrantsof bond

revenuesand realty transfer tax revenues to municipalities for the
following purposes:

(i) To fund up to 50%of theeligible projectcostsfor rehabilitation
anddevelopmentof outdoorandindoor recreationandpark facilities
andareas.

(ii) To payup to 50%of theeligible projectcostsforacquisitionof
recreationand park lands,greenwaysandnaturalareas.

(iii) To pay up to 100%of the eligible project costs for planning
projectsandspecialtechnicalassistanceinitiatives deemedappropriate
by the department.

(iv) To providemunicipalities with a population of 5,000or less
with up to 100% funding for eligible material costsandprofessional
fees.Grants arelimited to amaximumof $20,000for rehabilitation and
developmentof basic outdoor recreation and park facilities and
renovation of minor indoor recreation facilities.
(2) TheDepartmentof CommunityAffairs shallprovidegrantsofbond

revenuesandrealty transfertax revenuesto land truststo pay up to 50%
of eligible projectcosts for naturalareasandopen spaceplanning and
acquisition.Any landacquiredunderthisparagraphshallbeopento those
publicusesthat areconsistentwith thepurposesfor which the land was
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acquired. Temporary limitation of public access for the purposeof
protecting or restoring the natural resourcesof an area shall not be
considereda violation of this paragraph.The Department of Community
Affairs, in consultationwith theDepartmentof EnvironmentalResources,
shall adoptproject selection criteria that give priority to acquisitions of
critical habitatfor rare,threatenedor endangeredplant or animalspecies
or communitieswhichareatrisk of destructionor substantialdegradation.

(3) TheDepartmentof Community Affairs shall provide grantsof bond
revenuesand realty transfertax revenuesto municipalities and appropriate
organizationsto pay up to 50% of the eligible project costs for
rehabilitationanddevelopmentof zoos.
(d) Departmentof Education.—The Department of Education shall

provide grants from bond revenuesand realty transfertax revenues to
municipalities to pay up to 50% of eligible project costs for planning,
acquisition, developmentandrehabilitationof public libraries.

(e) PennsylvaniaHistoricaland MuseumCommission.—ThePennsylvania
Historical andMuseum Commission shall utilize bond revenuesand realty
transfertaxrevenuesforplanning,acquisition,developmentandrehabilitation
of Commonwealth-ownedhistoric sitesand museums and to provide grants
to nonprofit organizationsandpublic agenciesfor the planning, acquisition
and rehabilitationof publicly accessiblehistoric siteslisted in or eligible for
theNationalRegisterof Historic Places.

(f) State System of Higher Education.—TheState System of Higher
Educationshallutilizerealty transfertax revenuesfor deferred maintenance.

(g) PennsylvaniaFishand Boat Commission.—ThePennsylvaniaFish and
Boat Commission shall utilize bond revenuesfor planning, acquisition,
developmentandrehabilitationof fishingandboating accessareas,recreation
areasandnaturalareasandfor technicalassistance.

(h) Pennsylvania Game Commission.—The Pennsylvania Game
Commission shall utilize bond revenues for planning, acquisition,
developmentandrehabilitationof game lands, recreation areasand natural
areasandfor technicalassistance.

(i) Administrative expense limitation.—Administrative expenses for
agenciesadministeringtheseprogramsshall belimited to 5% of the funding
receivedby the agencyfor theseprograms.

(j) Landtrustrestrictions.—Anymoneysreceivedby landtrustsunderthe
provisions of this act shall be expended only for the planning of and
acquisitionof natural areas.
Section9. Annual reports.

Beginningon January31, 1995,and annually thereafter, the Department
of EnvironmentalResources,the Departmentof Community Affairs, the
Department of Education, the PennsylvaniaHistorical and Museum
Commission,the StateSystemof Higher Education, the PennsylvaniaFish
andBoatCommissionandthePennsylvaniaGameCommissionshall submit
to the Governorand the General Assembly an annual report of projects and
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servicesprovidedby funding from this act.
Section 10. Propertyrestrictions.

Recipientsof grantsor fundsunderthisactshallnot disposeof noratany
timeconvertpropertyacquiredpursuantto thisactto other thanthepurposes
approvedin theprojectapplicationswithout theprior written approvalof the
headof the agency,as appropriate.Shoulddispositionor conversionoccur,
theagencymay:

(1) Requirethe recipientto refund all grant funds for the particular
project, including 10% annualinterestcompoundedfour timesannually
from thedate theoriginal grant-in-aidwas receiveduntil it is repaid.

(2) Requireacquisitionby therecipientof equivalentreplacementland,
as determinedby the agency.

Section 11. Federalprograms.
The agenciesmay utilize any availableFederalprogramsand funds to

augmentthefundsmadeavailableto theagenciesundertheprovisionsof this
act.
Section 12. Allocation from fund.

(a) Allocation of bondrevenues.—Inthe eventthatbondsaresold under
theprovisionsof thisact, the bondproceedsare to be allocatedasfollows:

(1) Departmentof Environmental Resources . ... $17,000,000
(2) Departmentof CommunityAffairs:

(i) For grantprograms 13,000,000
(ii) For landtrusts 3,000,000
(iii) For zoos 3,500,000

(3) Departmentof Education 2,500,000
(4) Pennsylvania Historical and Museum

Commission 8,000,000
(5) PennsylvaniaFish andBoatCommission .... 1,500,000
(6) PennsylvaniaGameCommission 1,500,000

(b) Allocation of realty transfer tax revenues.—Realtytransfer tax
revenuestransferredto thefund shall be allocatedas follows:

(1) Departmentof EnvironmentalResources . ... 30%
(2) Departmentof Community Affairs:

(i) For generalpurposes 25%
(ii) For land trusts 10%

(3) Departmentof Education 4%
(4) Pennsylvania Historical and Museum

Commission 13%
(5) StateSystemof Higher Education 18%

Section 13. Waivers.
(a) One-year exemption from review.—In order to facilitate the speedy

implementationof this program,the agenciesshall have the power and
authority to promulgate,adopt anduseguidelineswhich shall bepublished
in the PennsylvaniaBulletin. The guidelinesshall not be subject to review
pursuantto section 205 of the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240),
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referred to as the CommonwealthDocumentsLaw, sections204(b) and
301(10) of the act of October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164),known as the
CommonwealthAttorneysAct, or theactof June25, 1982(P.L.633,No.181),
known as the RegulatoryReviewAct, andshallbe effective for aperiod not
to exceedone yearfrom theeffectivedateof this act.

(b) Expirationof exemption.—Aftertheexpirationof theone-yearperiod,
all guidelinesshall expireandshall be replacedby regulationswhich shall
havebeenpromulgated,adoptedandpublishedas providedby law.
Section 14. Repeals.

All acts andpartsof actsarerepealedinsofaras theyareinconsistentwith
this act.
Section 15. Effective date.

Thisact shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 2nd day of July, A.D. 1993.

MARK S. SINGEL
ACTING GOVERNOR


