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Bureau of Forestry—Conserving Penn’s Woods

The mission of the Bureau of Forestry
is to ensure the long-term health,
viability, and productivity of the
commonwealth’s forests; and to
conserve native

wild plants.

State Forest Management
The bureau manages state forests

to provide a suite of uses and
values, while maintaining their wild
character. State forests are managed
for pure water, recreation, scenic
beauty, plant and animal habitat,
sustainable timber, and mineral
resources. State forest management is
guided by the State Forest Resource
Management Plan.

The state forest system is a “working
forest.” Bureau of Forestry staff
carefully manage the
forest for a variety of
uses and values,
while ensuring
sustainability.

Ecosystem
Management
The bureau
has adopted
“ecosystem
management”
as its principal
strategy for
managing
state forests.
This approach seeks to
conserve natural patterns
and processes while
advancing long-term
sustainability. Ecosystem
management promotes
conservation of plant and animal communities and the landscapes
and habitats that support them. It also accounts for needs and
values of people and communities.

Visitors may encounter active timber
harvests on state forest land. Harvesting
trees provides sustainable wood
products for society while enhancing
habitat and overall forest health.

Mountain Laurel, Pennsylvania’s
State Flower.

A Working Forest

As you travel throughout the
state forest, you’ll see examples
of our forests “at work.” Some of
these management practices are
more noticeable than others, such
as active timber harvests, deer
exclosure fences, prescribed fires
and gypsy moth spraying. Others
are subtle, such as protection

of a vernal pool, buffering a
stream from timber harvesting,

or designating a special area to conserve wild character or protect
a rare plant community. Each of these management practices and
activities plays a vital role in the management and conservation of
our state forest system.

Dual Certified Forest

Pennsylvania’s 2.2-million-acre state forest system is one the
largest dual certified forests in North America. The forest is
certified under the Forest Stewardship Council™ and Sustainable
Forestry Initiative© standards. The FSCO© is an independent
organization supporting environmentally appropriate, socially
beneficial, and economically viable management of the world’s
forests. SFIO certification focuses on protection of water
quality, biodiversity, wildlife habitat, species at risk, and forests
@ with exceptional conservation value. Dual

PUSTAINABLE certification ensures that Pennsylvania’s state
INITIATIVE

forests are managed to the highest third-party

VA

standards.

Forest Conservation

The bureau’s role in forest conservation extends
beyond state-owned lands. The agency is charged
with protecting all of Pennsylvania’s forests

from wildfire and damaging insects and diseases,
and conserving and managing the state’s native,
wild plant communities. The bureau, as the state’s lead forest
conservation agency, promotes knowledge of forestry and
forest stewardship to other government agencies, communities,
landowners, forest industries, and the general public.

FSC

www.fsc.org
FSC® 004248

The mark of
responsible forestry

Help Conserve our Forests

Our actions help determine the future of our forests. To learn more
about how you can help conserve Penn’s Woods, visit:
www.dcnr.pa.gov
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History

Tiadaghton (pronounced: ty-a-dot-un)
was the Iroquois name for Pine Creek,
the largest tributary of the West Branch
of the Susquehanna River. The exact
meaning of Tiadaghton is a mystery that
may be locked forever in the folklore of
the Iroquois nation.

The original cover of what is now
Tiadaghton State Forest was comprised
mainly of virgin stands of white pine
and hemlock. The woodlands west
of Pine Creek are part of the “Black
Forest of Pennsylvania” noted for its
750,000 acres of dense hemlock and
white pine. White pine seems to have
reached its maximum development
along stream banks of the region’s
larger tributaries.

During and following the original
logging, practically all areas were
repeatedly ravaged by forest fires.
Local reports tell of a catastrophic
fire charring a swath along what is
now Route 44 from Pump Station to
near Haneyville during the spring of
1894. This was followed by a second
extensive fire which consumed the
“slashings” from Galeton to Jersey
Shore during the summer of 1908.
This fire jumped the Pine Creek Gorge north of Slate Run in several
places. Still another large fire devastated the Trout Run and Miller
Run drainages during the spring of 1911 as the original state forest
purchase surveys were being made. There is no doubt that the fires
which occurred during the initial development of today’s second-
growth forest had great influence on both the quality and species
composition of the resulting stands.

The first purchase to form present-day Tiadaghton State Forest was
recorded on June 13, 1898. It consisted of the A.D. Updegraff tract of
409 acres in Cummings Township and cost $72.99. Most of the land for
Tiadaghton State Forest was purchased between 1900 and 1935 from
lumber companies that had removed the timber and wanted to dispose
of the cut-over land.

The chestnut blight made its appearance in 1911 and virtually
eliminated this prolific and valuable species from the forest by the
mid-1920s. Since chestnut frequently made up 40 to 60 percent of
the woodlands, its demise left many stands grossly understocked.
Tree planting was a regular spring chore for forest crews. A small tree
nursery flourished at Pump Station from 1914 to 1917 with 400,000
seedlings raised there.
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Logging near Slate Run in the Pine Creek valley circa 1900.

The Civilian Conservation Corps operated six camps in Tiadaghton
State Forest at various periods from May 1933 until September 1940.
Camps were carved out of the state forest by the new enrollees who
lived in tents for a period of three months while army-type barracks
were constructed. Additional warehouses, tool shops, and other building
followed. Each camp’s average life was four years. As the depression
decreased in severity, the enrollees found regular employment back
home. Their accomplishments in this region included 41 miles of
telephone lines, 56.5 miles of fire breaks, 232 miles of truck trails, 12
miles of horse trails, and 247 miles of foot trails.

In 1988 Conrail filed documents of intent to rail-bank the 62-mile
railroad line from New Jersey Shore to Wellsboro Junction. The
DCNR-Bureau of Forestry has developed the right-of-way for low
density, non-motorized recreation. The Pine Creek Rail Trail has
become one of the premiere recreational facilities in the region.

Approximately one-fourth of the district’s acreage is non-commercial
forest, where the terrain is too steep or the productivity of the soil is too
low to produce a usable timber crop. This acreage does provide valuable
undisturbed habitat for flora and fauna. Another important by-product of
10,852 of those acres is water for 10 municipal watersheds.

1927 160428a
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Forest District Headquarters
Tiadaghton Forest District
10 Lower Pine Bottom Road
(570) 753-5409
Waterville, PA 17776
FD12@pa.gov

Central Office

Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

Bureau of Forestry

P.O. Box 8552

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8552
(717) 787-2703

PAForester@ pa.gov.

Website
Visit www.dcnr.pa.gov/forestry
for more information.

= Find us on Facebook at
f www.facebook.com/PADCNR

For Your Safety

State forests belong to the people of
Pennsylvania. Enjoy them, but take time to know
the rules and regulations designed to protect the
forests and you. To get a copy of State Forest
Rules and Regulations, contact the district office
or visit our website.

In Case of Emergency

Call 911 for police, fire, ambulance and

search and rescue. Be aware that the remote nature
of state forests often precludes good cellularphone
service. If possible, move to higher ground to attempt
your call.

June 2022
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Tiadaghton State Forest

Map and Recreation Guide
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