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Bureau of Forestry—Conserving Penn’s Woods

The mission of the Bureau
of Forestry is to ensure the
long-term health, viability
and productivity of the
commonwealth’s forests and
to conserve native

wild plants.

State Forest
Management

The bureau manages state
forests to provide a whole
suite of uses and values, all
while maintaining its wild
character. State forests are
managed for pure water,
recreation, scenic beauty,
plant and animal habitat,
sustainable timber and
mineral resources. State
forest management is guided
by the State Forest Resource
Management Plan.

The state forest system is a “working
forest.” Bureau of Forestry staff

carefully manages the
forest for a variety of
uses and values, all
while ensuring its
sustainability.

Ecosystem
Management
The bureau
has adopted
“ecosystem
management”
as its principal
strategy for
managing state
forests. This
approach seeks
to conserve the natural
patterns and processes
while advancing long-
term sustainability.
Ecosystem
management promotes
the conservation of plant and animal communities and the
landscapes and habitats that support them. It also accounts for
needs and values of people and communities.

Visitors may encounter active timber
harvests on state forest land. Harvesting
trees provides sustainable wood
products for society while enhancing
habitat and overall forest health.

Mountain Laurel, Pennsylvania’s
State Flower.

A Working Forest

As you travel throughout the
state forest, you’ll see examples
of our forests “at work.” Some
of these management practices
are more noticeable than others,
such as active timber harvests,
deer exclosure fences, prescribed
fires and gypsy moth spraying.
Others are more subtle, such

as the protection of a vernal
pool, the buffering of a stream
from timber harvesting, or the
setting aside of a special area to
conserve its wild character or protect a rare plant community. Each
of these management practices and activities plays a vital role in
the management and conservation of our state forest system.

Certified “Well Managed”
Pennsylvania’s 2.2-million-acre
state forest system is one the
largest certified forests in North
America. The forest is certified
under the Forest Stewardship
Council™ standards. The FSCO

is an independent organization
supporting environmentally
appropriate, socially beneficial and
economically viable management of
the world’s forests.

FSC

www.fsc.org
FSC® C017154

The mark of
responsible forestry

Forest Conservation

The bureau’s role in forest conservation extends beyond state-
owned lands. The agency is charged with protecting all of
Pennsylvania’s forests from wildfire and damaging insects

and diseases, and conserving and managing the state’s native,
wild plant communities. The bureau, as the state’s lead forest
conservation agency, promotes the knowledge of forestry and
forest stewardship to other government agencies, communities,
landowners, forest industry and the general public.

Help Conserve our Forests

As citizens, our actions help determine the future of our forests. To
learn more about how you can help conserve Penn’s Woods,

visit www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry.
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State Parks and Recreation Areas

Greenwood Furnace State Park

Greenwood Furnace offers a full range of recreational activities around
a 6-acre lake with a 300-foot sand beach. Interpretive programming

at the park is centered on the former iron works community, which
operated from 1834 to 1904.

Penn Roosevelt State Park

Penn Roosevelt is an isolated area of Centre County known locally

as the Stone Creek Kettle, and contains a small lake. Recreational
opportunities include picnicking, fishing, hiking and tent camping on 18
rustic sites.

One of many vistas from the Mid State Trail.

Trough Creek State Park

In 1936, this 541-acre park was carved from the former Paradise
Iron Furnace Company tract of Rothrock State Forest by the Civilian
Conservation Corps. Attractions include a large balanced rock, an ice
mine and remnants of the Paradise Iron Furnace.

Whipple Dam State Park

Whipple Dam is in the northeastern corner of Huntingdon County, 12
miles south of State College. Recreational opportunities include boating
on 22-acre Whipple Lake, fishing, swimming, picnicking, cross-country
skiing and hiking.

Raystown Lake

Raystown is a 30-mile long, 8,300-acre reservoir operated by

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The reservoir provides flood
control, fisheries enhancement, water quality, and many diverse
recreational opportunities. It is adjacent to the southern portion of
Rothrock State Forest.
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History

Rothrock State Forest is named for Dr. Joseph Trimble Rothrock, a
native of Mifflin County, who is recognized as the Father of Forestry

in Pennsylvania. In 1895, Dr. Rothrock was appointed the first forestry
commissioner to lead the newly-formed Division of Forestry in the
Department of Agriculture. That agency evolved into the Bureau of
Forestry within the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.

By 1903, the forested area now known as Rothrock State Forest had
been virtually stripped bare of trees to provide wood to make charcoal
for locally operated Greenwood, Monroe and Pennsylvania furnaces.
These furnaces were used to smelt iron—a major industry in the 1800s.
When two of the Greenwood Furnace hearths closed in 1903, Dr.
Rothrock was instrumental in helping the commonwealth purchase
approximately 35,000 acres in Huntingdon County from the iron
company. Other purchases followed until most of the Seven Mountains
forest area became state land.

In 1933, newly-elected President Franklin D. Roosevelt created the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), a work program for able-bodied
and unemployed males. Approximately 93 resident work camps, each
consisting of 175 to 200 young men, were built in Pennsylvania’s

state forests. Six of these camps were located in present-day Rothrock
State Forest. State forestry personnel planned and supervised work
projects for the CCC, which included construction of roads, fire trails,
workshops, park and picnic areas and tree planting and fire suppression.
All CCC camps in the Rothrock State Forest closed by 1942.

Greenwood Furnace State Park is the site of a 19th century
iron-making community.

1869 151214a
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Forest District Headquarters
Rothrock Forest District

181 Rothrock Lane
Huntingdon, PA 16652-1100
(814) 643-2340
FDO5@pa.gov

Central Office

Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

Bureau of Forestry

P.O. Box 8552

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8552
(717) 787-2703

PAForester@ pa.gov

Website
Visit www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry
for more information.

&9 Find us on Facebook at
'F www.facebook.com/PAForests

For Your Safety

State forests belong to the people of
Pennsylvania. Enjoy them, but take time to know
the rules and regulations designed to protect the
forests and you. To get a copy of State Forest
Rules and Regulations, contact the district office
or visit our website.

In Case of Emergency
Call 911 for police, fire, ambulance and
search and rescue.

DOWNLOAD OUR

GET ALLOF [o
OUR MAPS! [

Help preserve DCNR’s print
resources by going mobile!

STATE PARKS
FORESTS
GUIDE

Pocket Ranger®
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Rothrock State Forest

Map and Recreation Guide




