‘qouly fo

JSom umy pung
Suop Jpfaagnm
1004-0¢ 2y1

1814 AJ1SD2 0}
SA2N1Y Mopn
1A 21018 prA
Yy puv jInA]
SDJ unyy pung

"BOIR PIIM
oy urym papruiad st
Surdwres yoedyoeg 1oen
9y JO 93Pa uIYINOS

) UO PJBOO] SI BOIY
odig ydesy oy, ‘ydesy
JO 1SOMYLIOU SI[IW G°7
PJBIO] ST BIIR P[IM A}
‘pue] 3s010J Pag3ni Jo
saroe ()£ ‘7 Sursdwo)
‘Ayuno)) e3ory,
‘sdrysumo] 1owk[)

pue uaddiyg ur punoj

ST a1y P ydesy
ealy plIM ydesy

"BaIR [eIN)EU

9} JO JOUIOJ ISIMU}IOU dY} J& PAINO} 99 ULD SPOOMPILY UIIOU JO

pue)S [[BWS QU “UNY SLLOJA A[131] PUB UMY SLLIOJAl USdM)2q PUNoj die
Spue}s Uadse pue Jeo [BIOAS PUB ‘UMY SLLIOJA] JO SIAJEMPBIY AU} JB SISIXd
dweams ourd uodo ue ‘ojdwexd 10,] 'sodA) 0A1LIOFTIA JO AIOLIBA B SIQIYXD

U121 UDILIDULY DDA Y] O] JULOY PUD DIV U011I204d
umqiyduip pup a)13da. v S1 Va1 AN dWDMS YSE YOD]G

Bureau of Forestry—Conserving Penn’s Woods

The mission of the Bureau
of Forestry is to ensure the
long-term health, viability,
and productivity of the
commonwealth’s forests and
to conserve native

wild plants.

.l //t i » i

State Forest
Management

The bureau manages state
forests to provide a suite

of uses and values, while
maintaining their wild
character. State forests are
managed for pure water,
recreation, scenic beauty,
plant and animal habitat,
sustainable timber, and
mineral resources. State
forest management is guided
by the State Forest Resource
Management Plan.

The state forest system is a “working
forest.” Bureau of Forestry
staff carefully manages the
forest for a variety of
uses and values,
while ensuring
sustainability.

Ecosystem
Management
The bureau

has adopted
“ecosystem
management”
as its principal
strategy for
managing state
forests. This
approach seeks
to conserve natural
patterns and processes
while advancing long-
term sustainability.
Ecosystem
management promotes
the conservation of plant and animal communities and the
landscapes and habitats that support them. It also accounts for
needs and values of people and communities.

Visitors may encounter active timber
harvests on state forest land. Harvesting
trees provides sustainable wood
products for society while enhancing
habitat and overall forest health.
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Mountain Laurel,
Pennsylvania’s State Flower.

A Working Forest

As you travel throughout
the state forest, you’ll see
examples of our forests “at
work.” Some of these management practices are more noticeable
than others, such as active timber harvests, deer exclosure fences,
prescribed fires, and gypsy moth spraying. Others are subtle, such
as the protection of a vernal pool, buffering a stream from timber
harvesting, or designating a special area to conserve wild character
or protect a rare plant community. Each of these management
practices and activities play a vital role in the management and
conservation of our state forests.

Dual Certified Forest
Pennsylvania’s 2.2-million-acre state
forest system is one of the largest dual
certified forests in North America.

The forest is certified under the Forest
Stewardship Council™ and Sustainable
Forestry Initiative© standards. The
FSC®© is an independent organization
supporting environmentally appropriate,
socially beneficial, and economically
SUSTAINABLE viable management of the world’s forests.

EFSC

www.fsc.org
FSC® C017154

The mark of
responsible forestry

FORESTRY SFIO certification focuses on protection
INITIATIVE of water quality, biodiversity, wildlife
SFI-01891

habitat, species at risk, and forests

with exceptional conservation value.
Dual certification ensures that Pennsylvania’s state forests are
managed to the highest third-party standards.

Forest Conservation

The bureau’s role in forest conservation extends beyond state-
owned lands. The agency is charged with protecting all of
Pennsylvania’s forests from wildfire and damaging insects and
diseases, and conserving and managing the state’s native, wild
plant communities. As the state’s lead forest conservation agency,
the bureau promotes knowledge of forestry and forest stewardship
to other government agencies, communities, landowners, forest
industries, and the general public.

Help Conserve our Forests

As citizens, our actions help determine the future of our forests. To
learn more about how you can help conserve Penn’s Woods,

visit www.dcnrpa.gov.
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History

Original acquisitions of land for the state forests of this region were
made to protect the headwaters of Pine Creek. The first purchase was
in June 1900, when 900 acres along Cedar Run, including the drainage
area of Red Rock Run to the mouth of Mine Hole Run, were acquired
from F.E. Watrous. The majority of the lands presently comprising
Tioga State Forest were previously held by large lumber and land
holding companies. One large tract of 13,828 acres on Armenia
Mountain, in the headwaters of Tioga River, was transferred from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture in 1955.

The original forest consisted of white pine, hemlock, chestnut and red
maple; with oaks, sugar maple, beech, sweet birch, yellow poplar, black
cherry, and cucumber magnolia in smaller quantities.

Large old trees, alive or dead, provide nesting sites for bald eagles
along Pine Creek.

This region has always been a major timber-producing area. Large
sawmills located at Ansonia, Leetonia, and several other locations

were principal employers in a timber industry that started in the 1800s
and lasted for almost 70 years. White pine was the premier wood

of Pennsylvania’s lumber industry at its peak, and was decimated.
Following white pine, hemlock was harvested for logs and bark for the
tanning industry. The last of the huge hemlock stands was cut in 1902
and 1903. After elimination of hemlock, hardwoods became established
over most of the area.

The heavy slash resulting from logging operations provided fuel for
forest fires that plagued the region for many years. A particularly severe
fire in 1908 burned all the mountains from Cedar Run north to Ansonia
and through the Asaph country, leaving only sand and rock. Although
other fires continued to occur through the 1930’s, none matched the size
and severity of the 1908 fire. Following the fires, a northern hardwood
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forest of sugar maple, American beech, black cherry, hemlock, and
some mixed oak generally became established, especially in the areas
around Asaph.

Second-growth stands that developed following logging and fire can
be classified into two major associations: those containing white pine,
and those dominated by American beech, black cherry, sugar maple
and yellow birch, the latter being more prevalent. Both types differ
markedly from the original cover.

The chemical wood industry also played a role in the development
of Tioga State Forest. In 1924 a chemical wood plant was built in
Morris, and was in continuous operation until 1968. The plant used
approximately 8,000 cords of wood per year. Birch stills began
processing birches to produce birch oil for use as a flavoring and
pharmaceutical base during the 1940s. The effect of chemical wood
cutting is still evident on forest lands today, where some regeneration
shows a windrowing pattern resulting from harvest methods used
during operations.

Development of forest management and recreation facilities came in
1933 with the establishment of Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
camps at Darling Run, Elk Run, Leetonia, and Dixie Run. CCC crews
built roads, trails, and bridges; and created picnic areas and scenic
vistas. Timber stand improvement practices were also implemented.
Original mapping and timber typing of the forest began during this
period. Today, recreation is an increasingly important use of Tioga State
Forest, especially at Pine Creek Gorge, where thousands of annual users
enjoy the rail trail and the scenic Pine Creek.

Boy Scouts and other conservation volunteers support and enhance
state forests and state parks.
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Pennsylvania State Forest System [
Tioga State Forest
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® Pittsburgh
® Reading

® Harrisburg

Philadelphia

Uniontown ®

Forest District Headquarters
Tioga State Forest District Office
One Nessmuk Lane

Wellsboro, PA 16901

(570) 724-2868

fd16@pa.gov

= pennsylvania
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
WY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Central Office

Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

Bureau of Forestry

P.O. Box 8552

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8552
(717).787-2703

PAForester@ pa.gov
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Website
Visit www.dcnr.pa.gov
for'more information.

Find us.on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/padcnr

For Your Safety

State forests belong to the people of
Pennsylvania. Enjoy them, but take timeto know
the rules and regulations designed to protect the -
forests and you. To get a copy of State Forest
Rules and Regulations, contact the district'effice
or visit our-website. ‘

In Case of Emergency
Call 911 for police, fire, ambulance and
search and rescue.
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