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State Forest
Management

Guided by the State Forest
Resource Management

Plan, the DCNR Bureau

of Forestry manages state
forests for their long-term
health and productivity while
conserving native wild plants.
While maintaining their wild
character, these forests are
managed as “working forests”
and provide a suite of uses
and values to Pennsylvania
citizens. Our state forests

are managed for pure water,
recreation, scenic beauty,
plant and animal habitat,
sustainable timber harvesting,
and utilization of mineral
resources.

The state forest system is a “working
forest.” Bureau of Forestry staff
carefully manages the forest for a
variety of uses and values,
while ensuring
sustainability.

Ecosystem
Management
The bureau

has adopted
“ecosystem
management”
as its principal
strategy for
managing state
forests. This
approach seeks
to conserve natural
patterns and processes
while advancing long-
term sustainability.
Ecosystem
management promotes
conservation of plant and animal communities and the landscapes
and habitats that support them. It also accounts for needs and
values of people and communities. This results in a holistic,
integrated approach to managing forest resources.

Visitors may encounter active timber
harvests on state forest land. Harvesting
trees provides sustainable wood
products for society while enhancing
habitat and overall forest health.
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Mountain Laurel,
Pennsylvania’s State Flower.

A Working Forest

As you travel throughout
the state forest, you’ll see
examples of our forests “at
work.” Some of these management practices are more noticeable
than others, such as active timber harvests, deer exclosure fences,
natural gas drilling sites, prescribed fires, and gypsy moth
spraying. Others are subtle, such as the protection of a vernal pool,
buffering a stream from timber harvesting, or designating a special
area to conserve wild character or protect a rare plant community.
Each of these management practices and activities play a vital role
in the management and conservation of our state forests.

Dual Certified Forest
Pennsylvania’s 2.2-million-acre state
forest system is one of the largest dual
certified forests in North America.

The forest is certified under the Forest
Stewardship Council™ and Sustainable
Forestry Initiative© standards. The
FSCO is an independent organization
supporting environmentally appropriate,
socially beneficial, and economically
SUSTAINABLE viable management of the world’s forests.

FSC

www.fsc.org
FSC®° C017154

The mark of
responsible forestry

FORESTRY SFIO© certification focuses on protection
INITIATIVE of water quality, biodiversity, wildlife
SFI-01891

habitat, species at risk, and forests
with exceptional conservation value.
Dual certification ensures that Pennsylvania’s state forests are
managed to the highest third-party standards.

Forest Conservation

The bureau’s role in forest conservation extends beyond state-
owned lands. The agency is charged with protecting all of
Pennsylvania’s forests from wildfire and damaging insects and
diseases, and conserving and managing the state’s native, wild
plant communities. As the state’s lead forest conservation agency,
the bureau promotes knowledge of forestry and forest stewardship
to other government agencies, communities, landowners, forest
industries, and the general public

Help Conserve our Forests

As citizens, our actions help determine the future of our forests. To
learn more about how you can help conserve Penn’s Woods,

visit www.dcnr:pa.gov.
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When carefully planned and executed, prescribed fire is a manage-
ment tool that can benefit forests and reduce the risk of wildfires.

Forest Fire Protection

William Penn State Forest is widely developed and interspersed with
large areas of forest and farmland. The geographical point where
wildland and residential areas meet is referred to as the Wildland Urban
Interface (WUI), which are of great concern regarding wildfires. To
prevent destructive wildfires in these areas, the William Penn State
Forest staff and Volunteer Forest Fire Wardens are prepared to act.

The Bureau of Forestry has jurisdiction over wildfires within the
commonwealth and the responsibility to provide wildfire suppression
training and investigation of reported wildfires.

Get Involved!

Pennsylvania’s public lands need your help. Through participating
in DCNR’s Conservation Volunteer Program or joining the Friends
of the State Line Serpentine Barrens, you can take an active role to
improve William Penn State Forest.

You can help with:

Trails/Wildlife Habitat — Creating or clearing trails, improving
wildlife habitat and cleaning and stabilizing stream banks
Maintenance — Planting trees and flowers, repairing foot bridges,
improving accessibility to recreational areas, installing signs and
performing light maintenance work

Technical and Engineering — Designing general engineering
projects, maintaining technical specifications and catalogs, and
developing computer databases

Forest Fire Prevention and Protection — Assisting with Smokey
Bear appearances and presenting fire prevention programs in schools
Research — Researching and developing checklists of flora and
fauna; and assisting with geological and topographic studies and
field research

General — Performing tasks not covered above. Examples: general
office work and public contact opportunities

Please contact the forest district office and ask how you can get
involved.
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Here to Help You

The Bureau of Forestry’s Service Foresters
Approximately 70 percent of the commonwealth’s forest land is
privately owned. The Bureau of Forestry provides leadership and
technical assistance in conserving and managing these important
forest lands. We also assist in the coordination of planting and
maintaining trees in cities and towns across the commonwealth.
William Penn State Forest District has several service foresters
ready to assist you with the following:

* Forest management technical assistance

* Cost-share assistance

* Forest Stewardship Plans

* Regional planning advice

* Forestry and water best management practices advice
* Information and education programs

* Urban and community forestry management

* Tree planting

* Riparian forest buffer restoration

For assistance with any of these, please contact the district office.

Nearby State Parks

Neshaminy State Park - located in Bucks County along the
Delaware River and consisting of 339 acres.

Tyler State Park - located in Bucks County and consisting of

1,711 acres.

Delaware Canal State Park - a 60-mile towpath located in

Bucks County.

Ralph Stover State Park - located in eastern Bucks County and
consisting of 45 acres.

French Creek State Park - located in Berks and Chester counties,
encompassing 7,730 acres.

Nolde Forest Environmental Education Center - located in
Berks County and consisting of 665 acres.

Marsh Creek State Park - located in northcentral Chester County
and consisting of 1,705 acres.

Evansburg State Park - a small park located in southcentral
Montgomery County.

Fort Washington State Park - located in eastern Montgomery
County and consisting of 493 acres.

Ridley Creek State Park - located in Delaware County and
consisting of 2,606 acres.

Norristown Farm Park - located in Montgomery County and
consisting of 690 acres.

Benjamin Rush State Park - an undeveloped state park found in
Philadelphia County.

White Clay Creek State Park - located in southern Chester County
and consisting of 1,341 acres.

Nockamixon State Park - located in Bucks County and consisting
of 5,283 acres.

Washington Crossing Historic Park - located in Bucks County and
the site where George Washington crossed the Delaware River in 1776.
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The Bureau of Forestry’s Mission

is to conserve the long-term health, viability and
productivity of the commonwealth’s forests and
to conserve native wild plants.

William Penn State Forest
845 Park Road

Elverson, PA 19520
610-582-9660
fd17@pa.gov

=¥ pennsylvania

L] DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
WY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Central Office

Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

Bureau of Forestry

P.O. Box 8552

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8552
(717) 787-2703

PAForester@ pa.gov

Website

Visit www.dcnr.pa.gov
for more information.

Find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/padcnr

For Your Safety

State forests belong to the people of
Pennsylvania. Enjoy them, but take time t0 know™
the rules and regulations designed to protectit :
forests and you. To get a copy of ‘State Forest
Rules and Regulations, contact the districto

or visit our website.

=

In Case of Emergency
Call 911 for paolice, fire, ambulance and
search and rescue.
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William Penn State Forest

Map and Recreation Guide

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
QY ANDNATURAL RESOURCES

"""\?Nww.d(':_h‘r.pa.gov



