
Pennsylvania’s vast state forest system 

comprises 2.2 million acres for you to use, 

enjoy and explore. The Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources’ 

Bureau of Forestry manages these forests to 

ensure their long-term health and to 

conserve native wild plants.   

Elk State Forest comprises 217,000 acres in 

Cameron, Elk, Potter, McKean, Clinton, and 

Clearfield counties. 

The Bucktail Path 

The Bucktail Path Trail is 34 miles long and 

blazed in orange. It is a hiking only trail. It begins 

near Sizerville State Park and ends in the village 

of Sinnemahoning.  This is not a loop trail. The 

trail passes scenic overlooks, fire towers, 

timbering, streams, wildlife, natural and wild 

areas: 

Johnson Run Natural Area 216 acres of old 

growth hemlock-hardwoods. 

Square Timber Wild Area 8461 acres of 

roadless, deep narrow valleys and steep ridges. 

Bucktail Natural Area 75-mile scenic drive 

along Route 120 from Emporium to Lock Haven. 

Sizerville Park to Crooked Run Road 3 miles 

and an elevation change of 700 feet.  The northern 

end of the trail begins just east of the park on 

Cowley Run Road.  You will be hiking up 

Buffalo Switch Hollow and pass a state forest 

leased camp site.  

Crooked Run Road to Steammill Road 5.4 

miles and an elevation change of 780 feet.  The 

trail follows Crooked Run Road east for .75 miles 

where it joins an old railroad tram road.  The tram 

road switches back and forth up the mountain, 

across a logging road and into the head of Salt 

Run.  This is the source of Emporium’s water. 

You now join another logging road which leads 

you to Steammill Road.  

 Steammill Road to Hunts Run Road 5.4 miles 

and an elevation change of 800 feet.  The trail 

crosses Steammill Road and heads down the west 

side of McNuff Run.  Along the stream you will 

pass several beaver dams. Beavers prefer the 

aspen trees that are along the stream.  Further 

down the stream you will notice the western 

slopes are bare of trees except for scattered spruce 

trees.  These areas were badly burned after the 

early logging days.  The spruce trees were planted 

by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC).  

When you reach Hunts Run, you will notice a 

large concrete pad.  This was the site of a picnic 

shelter constructed by the CCC.  Continuing 

downstream you will cross Hunts Run Road.  

Hunts Run Road to Whitehead Road 4.9 miles 

and an elevation change of 760 feet.  The trail 

starts at Moore Draft, 4.75 miles from Route 120 

on Hunts Run Road.  The trail climbs steeply up 

Moore Draft, cuts across a flat and drops slowly 

down Rock Run.  You will pass some small 

waterfalls in Rock Run as you descend.  You will 

cross Whitehead Road.  

Whitehead to Stillhouse Road 3.6 miles and an 

elevation change of 1200 feet.  This section of the 

trail starts near the intersection of Hunts Run 

Road and Whitehead Road.  You will again pass a 

camp lease.  You will notice the mountain laurel 

getting denser.  If you hike the trail in mid-June, 

the laurel will be in bloom.  You will intersect 

with Stillhouse Road and Ridge Road.  

Stillhouse to Brooks Run Road at Ridge Road 

2.9 miles with an elevation change of 240 feet.  

Along this section of trail, you will pass the 

Brooks Run Fire Tower and cabin.  The tower is 

gated for safety. 

 Brooks Run to Pepper Hill Trail 2.3 miles with 

an elevation change of 290 feet.  Approximately 

halfway along this section you will go through an 

area that was clear-cut in 1970.  Most of the trees 

in this area were killed by the oak leaf roller.  

This area is now covered with mountain laurel, 

blueberries, and ferns. 

 Pepper Hill Trail to Sinnemahoning 6.6 miles 

with an elevation change of 1200 feet.  This 

section of the trail will take you along a high 

ridgetop where you can see miles, both up and 

down the Driftwood Branch of the 

Sinnemahoning Creek.  You will gradually come 

down the mountain into the village of 

Sinnemahoning, which is the southern end of the 

Bucktail Path. 

Care for the Land 

State forests belong to all Pennsylvanians.  Take time 
to enjoy them, but know the rules and regulations 
designed to protect the forests and you.  Please be 
careful with fire, keep our forests litter free, and don’t 
damage trees and other plants. 
 Dual Certified Forest
Pennsylvania’s 2.2-million-acre state forest system is 
one of the largest dual certified forests in North 
America. The forest is certified under Forest 
Stewardship Council™ and Sustainable Forestry 
Initiative© standards. The FSC© is an independent 
organization supporting environmentally appropriate, 
socially beneficial, and economically viable 
management of the world’s forests. SFI© certification 
focuses on protection of water quality, biodiversity, 
wildlife habitat, species at risk, and forests with 
exceptional conservation value. Dual certification 
ensures that Pennsylvania’s state forests are managed 
to the highest third-party standards.

Elk State Forest 

Forest District #13 

258 Sizerville Road 

Emporium, PA 15834 

(814) 486-3353

fd13@pa.gov

For more information 

Bucktail Path 
Elk State Forest 

Scan the code to download the 
Geo-referenced Bucktail Path 
Trail Map

__________________

www.dcnr.pa.gov



46

155

120

555

120

872

120

872

872

20
00

1750

1500

2000

1750

1250

1000

1000

2000

1750

1000

12501500

1750

1750

2000

17
50

1500

1000

2000

10
00

12
50

15
00

10
00

20
00

200015
00

17
50

10
00

2250

2000
1500

12501500

1500

2000

1250
2000

1500

1000

15002000

1250

1750

1000

2000

2000

15
00

1250

1750

12
50

15
00

1500

1750

1000

1000
1750

1500

2000

1750

15001750

1500

1250

1250

1250

1250

1000

1750

1500

1000

1750

1500

2000

15
0017

50
12

50

1500

1000

1000

2000

2000

2000

17
50

17
50

1500

1750

15
00

10
00

17
50

1250 1000

1500

15
00

1250

1250

12
50

1000

20
00

1750

1500

2000
2000

2000

2000

1750

1750

2000

1750
1500

12
50

1750

1500

1500

1500

1250

1500

1250

1000

2000

1750

1500

12
50

2000

2000
17

50

1750

2000
1750

2250

2000

1750 1250

1500

1250

1500

1500

1500

15
00

1250

1500

1500

1750

12
50

17
50

1500

1250

1000

1000

1750

2000

2000

1750

1750

1750
1500

1500

15001250

1750

1250

10
00

12
5015

00

1000

2000

20
00

17
50

1500

1500

12
50

1750

12
50

1000

1750

1500

1500

1500

1500

1000

1250

15
00

12
50

1250 1250
1500

17
50

2000

1750

1500

2000

1750

1750
1500

1500

1250

1500

1250

1250

1750

2000

1750

1750

1500

20
001750

1500

20001750

2000

2000

20
00

17
50

1500

1500

1500 1750

1750

1500

2000

1500

17
50

1750

1750
2000

1500
1250

1250

1750
1500

1750

2000
1500

17
50

17
50

17
50

17
50

15
00

1750

2000

2000

1750

17
50

1500
1750

2000

1500
1500

12501750

2000

1750

1750

2000

1750

1250

1500

1750

1750

2000

2000

2000
17

50

2250

2000
1750

1500

2000

2000

2000
1750

1500
1750

17
5015

00

1500
1750 17502000

2250 22502000

2000

1750

1750

1750 1500
17

50

15
0012

50

12
50

2000

20
00

2000

1750
2000

2250

15
00

17
50

15
00

2000

17
50

1250

1250

125015001750

12
50

1250

1250

1250

1500
1750

1500

1750

1500

1500

1500

1750

2000

1750

1500

15
00

1750

20
00

2000

2000
1750

2000

2000

Bucktail
Overlook

Big
Flat

Vista

Whitehead
Pavilion

Wayside
Mem.
Picnic 
Area

Bro
oks Run

Tower

Hunts
Run Pavilion

Hicks Run
Wildlife
Viewing

Area

Miller Run
Viewing

Area

 Plank     Road     Hol.      Run

Run

Bailey

Little

Little      Portage      Creek

H
icks    H

ollow

Grin
dstone

Hol.  R
un

Upper  Logue  Hol.

Jo

hn   M
as

on
   R

un

Cooks Run

Steam      
  M

ill 
     

  B
r.

Run

Tanglefo ot

Hol. Run Bear Pen

L. Frk. Brooks Run

Ru
n

Pa
rk

er
  H

ol
lo

w

Pepperhill  Run

Woodrock Run

Riddles  Hol.

White Oak Run

Fork

Run

Barrett  Slide

Cow Hol.

Run

Run

MillerCharlies
Run

Left    Fork

May  Hollow
  Run

Miller Hol. Run

Run

Hollow

Ta
nn

er
y

Run
  Dent

Reed  Hol. 

Fourm
ile  

  Run

Run

Crooked

 Run

Ensign      Hol.

 H
ol.

 Bucher
Br

an
ch

M
cK

innon

Br.

Rd
.

St
at

e

Canoe   
R un

Thayer
Run

Cr.
  Portage

     
 Litt

le

Br.
S.

  West      Darian   Run

Run

Schoolhouse

Dry Hollow Run

Bailey  Run

E.    B
r.     C

owley   Run

Ru
n

M
uley

Ru
n

 Run

 SaltKimball  Run

Catlin Hol. Run

Le
wis

Run

Run
Mill

Indian RunN. Branch

Hol. Run

BasketFish

Bender          Run

Freeman       Run

Horsehead Hol.

Ru
n

Ellicott

Lushbaugh

Short Bend Run

Rattl
esn

ak
e  

 R
un

Littl
e Bailey Run

Run

Roaring

Run

Arksill

Run

M
ontour

Sizer      
     Run

Run

Logue

Run

Salt

Run

Boyer

Deloy  Hol. Run

Run
Rock

Whitehead  Run

M
cNu�

Do
dg

e
H

ol
.

Ru
n

Run

Ed
dy

s

Bauer  H
ol. R

un

Run

M ason

Wash

Dry   R
un

Run

G
ro

ve

Brainard  Hol.  Run

W
es

t

Run
Hollow

Russell

Run

Hunt
s

Mooley     Hollow      Run

  Branch

Re
d

Ru
n

Run

Br
ooks

Bear Pen Hol. RunEnsign

    West

Lucore

Hollow

Upper
Reservoir

Salt Run
Reservoir

Berge       Run

Colbert   Holow

Creek

Owl   H
ollo

w

First

ForkNorcross      Run

Kephart

Hol.

Sinnem
ahoningJoes

Run

Guys

Hol.

Creek

Water P
lug

Hollo
w

Bog
O

re
Left

Br.
Left

First Fork Sinnemahoning
Creek

Le
ft

Br
an

ch
Ne

ls
on

Ru

n

Shanty
Br.

Downey     Run

M
ay

  H
ol

lo
w

   R
un

Snodgrass  Run

Be
av

er
da

m
  R

un
 

St
one Q

uarry
  H

ol.  
Run

Pfoutz
Run

Run

Finley Run

Portable

Run

Little

  Driftwood

Branch

   Sinne m
ah

oning

Creek

Stillh
ouse

Run

Square Timber

Run

Right    Fork

Big   R
un

Big   R
un

Archie
BarrH

ol.

Mix

Run

G
ravel   Lick

Trout Hole
R u n

R. Frk. Brooks Run

Bennett Branch    

    
    

   
    Sinnem

ahoning
 Creek

Si
nn

em
ah

on
in

g 
   

Po
rt

ag
e 

    
 C

re
ek

Driftw
ood  Branch  

S inne maho ning   Creek

Mahon  Run

Pine Island  Run

Fee    Run

Hayfield      H
ol.     Rt. B r.              Bailey      Run

Left    Branch     Bailey    Run

Bailey    Run

Bronson    Run

S. B
r. I

ndian Run

Sterling                 Run

Gravelly  Run
Run

Stony   Pitch Draft 

Lick  Island  Run

L. 
     Frk.       Canoe  Run

DISTRICT
OFFICE

ELK   CO.
CAMERON  CO.

POTTER  CO.

CAM
ERON  CO.

  CAMERON   CO.

Ru
ss

el
l  

   
    

Ca
m

p 

Mason

Hill
RoadRun

W
yko�

Road

Ridge

Road

Run

Road

Bailey

M
as

on

Hill

Ro
ad

Hun
ts

Ru
n

Road

Stillhouse
Road

Ro
ad

East   Cowley     
 Run     R

d.

Homewood Camp

Sheddy 

R d.

Road

Ba
rr 

 Hollow    Road

Nelson

Run

Road

Cam
eron  Rd.

M
on

to
ur

Road

M
ontour

 Road

Fi
rs

t   
     

Fo

rk      
  R

oad

Ridge 

Road

Brooks      Run 

  Road

Grove     
   H

ill  
      

   Rd.

Ar
ks

ill
  R

d.

Rock Run Rd.

Hill

Rd.

H
uston

Rd.

N
el

so

n
Run

Portage

Rd.

Rd.

Ri
dg

e

Ri
dg

e
Rd

.

Ro
ad

M
ason  Hill  Rd.

Hoover   
     

     
 Rd.

Gilmore Trail

Broad St.

W
hi

tti
m

or
e Rd.

May        

  Hollow  
   Rd.

M
ay

    
 H

ol
lo

w
    

   R
oad

South

Dividing
Range

Road

Ed
di

es
Ru

n 
Rd

.

Four     M
ile         Road

Four
M

ile
Road

Plank       H
ollow

     Rd. Hunts 
     

 Run  
  R

oa
d

Whitehead   Rd.

Right   Fork   Road

M
ah

on

Run
Rd.

M
ix  Run  Road

Alpine Way

Tr.

Horsehead
Hol. R

d.

Nady Hol.

Still   D
oll

Rd.

Stony Pitch Rd.

St
ea

m
  

  M
ill

    
  

   R
oad

Britton  Hill    Rd.

Ridge      Trail

Rd. 

Sizer Run  Rd.

Sizer      Run   Rd.

Fee

Hol
lo

w
Rd

.

H
un

tin
g 

Sh
an

ty
Rd

.

Berge   Run   Road

Logue   Run D

ouble  Gate

Ru
n Rd.

Be
rge

Bo
ye

r   
Rd.

Pennock Rd.

Pipeline Access

Gardeau  Rd.

Grove St.

Whitehead
Fire Rd.

Indian Run

Rd.

Road

Doll

Hill

Rd. Bu�alo Switch
Rd.

Run
Rd.

Croo ke d

Bauer

Hollow

Road
Ha

ck
e

tt

Tr.

Rd
.

Ru
n

M
c

N
u�

Rd
.

Ridge

Rd.

St
ea

m

 M
ill 

Rd.

  K
arth

aus

M
tn

. R
d.

Flaughs Rd.

Buc
kb

ee

Re
es

e
H

ol
. R

d.

Na
dy

Hol. Rd.

W
elle

r

Hol. R
d.

Switchback Tr.

Pin
e    

  C
am

p 
 R

d.

Norcross/Old Gas Well

M
itchell

Farm
Rd.

Grindstone Hollow

Rd.

O
rphanage

Water Plug Hol.

Rd.

Farm
 Rd.

W
hittim

ore

Tow
er

Rd.

Landfill  Rd.

Sterling Run Rd.

Run Rd.

D
owney Run Rd.

Lewis

      
    S

.

Mowray

     R
d.

Hayfield Rd.

Hoots

S. Whitehead

Tang lefoot  Rd.

Rd.

Lebo

    F
ence

      
      

Rd.

Road

Cam
eron O

verlook

Road

Fee Hol. Rd.

H
ol

.
Re

ss
e Rd

.

 Run

 Rd.

Salt

BucherHol.     Rd.

U pper   Lick

Island

    Road

Brooks Fire
Tower
Rd.

Canoe Run/  Sand  Sprs.   Rd.

Bi
g 

 
   F

la
t   

  T
ra

il

Joe   King  Trail Phins      Trail 

Big
    

Ru
n 

  T
ra

il  
   

Sand
Springs
Ski Tr.

Sizerville  Nature  Tr.

Ridge   
    Tr.

Chicago     

Sprin
gs   Tr.

Mowray

Trail

G
am

e 
 R

ef
ug

e
Tr

.

Big   Flat   Tr.

Ridge  Tr.

Ridge   Tr.

Game
Refuge
Tr.

Lushbaugh

Tr.

Pepper 

Hill    Trail

 Wiley  Snowmobile Tr.

 McNu�    
Tr

.

Square       Timber         Trail

Square

Timber   

Trail

Big   Run  Right   Fork   Tr.
Lick

   Island 
 Loop 

Lick           Island

 Trail

Pepper   Hill   
    Trail

Fr
ed

  W
oo

ds 
  Tr.

Grove
Tr. 

Pu
m

pkin

Tr.Hackett

H
ol

.  
Tr

.

Big

Run

Left

Tr.

Fork

Lowlands
Trail

Bucktail     Path

Bucktail  Path

D
on

ut
   

 Hole  
 Tr

ai
l

Bucktail    

  Path

Bucktail   P ath 

Bucktail

Path

Sterling
Run 

Sinnemahoning Jericho

Driftwood

Run
Mix

Costello

Wharton

Prospect
Park

Sizerville

Gardeau

Ca
m

ero

n

Castle Garden

Hicks Run

Huntley

Weber City

Emporium

BUCKTAIL S.P.
NAT.
AREA

BUCKTAIL

    S.P.

     NAT.

       AREA

BUCKTAIL
STATE

PARK NATURAL
AREA

BUCKTAIL
STAT

E

PAR
K

N
AT

U
R

AL
AR

EA

JOHNSON
  RUN
   N.A. 

STATE

    SQUARE TIMBER /

     BIG        RUN

   WILD   

   AREA

PROPOSED
WILD
AREA

SIZERVILLE S.P.

SINNEMAHONING
    STATE
    PARK

SUSQUEHANNOCK

STATE       

  FOREST

MOSHANNON
STATE       
FOREST

MASON   HILL

G
RO

VE       H
ILLTU

N
N

EL
H

IL
L

George B. Stevenson

Dam

Elk State Forest

Wild Area

State Park Lands

LEGEND

County Line

Pipeline R/W

Powerline R/W

Parking

Vista

Picnic Area

Restrooms

State Park Office

Firetower

Gate

CONTOURS ARE ON 
250 FT. INTERVALS

SCALE
½

½

0

0 1MILE½

1 KILOMETER½

To Port Allegany

To Cooks Run
Rev. 7/29/20

To
 B

en
ez

et
te

 
To

 S
t M

ar
ys

 
To

 N
or

w
ic

h

Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources
Bureau of Forestry

Bucktail Path Trail 
Elk State Forest

Potter and Cameron Counties

2020

N

Trail Information
State Or Federal Highway       

Hard Surface Road

Improved Dirt Road

Administrative Road

Hiking Only Trail

Bucktail Path State Forest
Designated Trail

Shared-use Trail
(Hike, Bike)

Cross-country Ski Trail

Snowmobile Trail


	Bucktail Trail Guide 8-5x11
	Bucktail_Path_11Map



