Invasive Plants in Pennsylvania

Chinese silvergrass
Miscanthus sinensis Anderss.
Description:
Growing up to 12 feet tall, this
densely-bunched grass grows
upright with silvery midveins on
the leaves. The flowering stalks can
reach 15 feet or more in length and
contain numerous bristled seeds (see
photo below).
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Background:
This grass was brought to the U.S.
from Asia in the late 1800s as an
ornamental landscape plant. It is
also referred to as Eulalia, zebra
grass and Miscanthus. Some
cultivars of this plant are being used
as a biofuel crop.

Range:
It can be found throughout the
eastern U.S., Colorado and
California. There is a large
population along the PA
Turnpike near Valley Forge.

Habitat:
This grass will grow many places but
prefers well-drained soils and full
sun to reach maximum height. It is
common on old home sites but also
found along roadsides, old fields and
forest edges.
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Ecological Threat:
Chris Evans, River to River CWMA

How to Control this Species:
Manual control of this
species is NOT recommended.
Digging out the plants will most
likely result in re-sprouts because of
the abundant rhizomes.
Chinese silvergrass can be effectively
controlled with several readily
available herbicides such as a twopercent solution of glyphosate in
water during the fall or a fourpercent solution in the late spring. Be
sure to follow the label and all state
herbicide requirements.

Biology and Spread:
This species spreads primarily through
its vigorous roots and rhizomes. The
viability of its seeds is in question.
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Chinese silvergrass can escape from
landscape plantings into natural
areas, particularly disturbed sites,
where it displaces native vegetation.
It is extremely flammable, so the
risk of wildfires increases in areas
with this grass.

Look-A-Likes:
Our native big bluestem grass
(Andropogon gerardii) may be
confused with Chinese
silvergrass due to its large size. Big
bluestem’s distinguishing feature is
the three-prong flower spike that
looks like a turkey’s foot.
Sugarcane plumegrass (Saccharum
giganteum) is another
look-a-like.

