
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pennsylvania’s vast state forest system comprises 

2.2 million acres for you to use, enjoy and 

explore. The Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources’ Bureau of Forestry manages 

these forests to ensure their long-term health and 

to conserve native wild plants.   

 

The Tiadaghton State Forest comprises 146,926 

acres in Lycoming, Clinton, Potter, and Union 

counties. 

 

The Bear Paw Ski Trail is a 3.4-mile loop near 

Ravensburg State Park, south of Rauchtown, PA. 

 

Trailhead: 

41.094327237264395, -77.22523770694626 

Bear Paw Ski Trail 
 

 

The blue-blazed Bear Paw Ski Trail is about 10 

miles south of Jersey Shore, PA, located just off 

PA-880 on Sand Spring Road. Parking is 

available at the intersection of Sand Spring, 

Krape, and Kalbfleish roads. The trail is a 

relatively easy 3.4-mile loop that is bisected by 

the Cubby Cross-Over. The Bear Paw also shares 

some of its corridor with the Mid State Trail and 

the Central Mountains Trail. The trail is a 

designated ski trail, but it is open to all non-

motorized trail users.  

 

The forest along the trail consists of second 

growth mixed oak, pitch pine, scrub oak, red 

maple and other hardwoods, as well as dense 

mountain laurel (Pennsylvania’s state flower). 

White-tailed deer, black bear, wild turkeys, ruffed 

grouse and bobcats inhabit this forest and seek 

cover in the laurel.  

 

The Tiadaghton State Forest’s cross-country ski 

trails were the first to be built anywhere on State 

Forest Land in Pennsylvania and were largely the 

efforts of past DCNR employees Bob Webber and 

John Eastlake, who can also be credited with 

laying out the scenic Black Forest Trail. Webber 

and Eastlake were “way ahead of their time” 

regarding the promotion of cross-country skiing 

in the Commonwealth.  

 

The first trail was built in the early 70’s, and was 

named the George B. Will Ski Trail in honor of 

one of our early forest rangers. George was skiing 

in the Black Forest as early as 1914, and his wife 

Ruth “manned” the area’s fire tower for over 30 

years. She has a trail named in her honor as well.  

 

Ski trails are marked with blue paint. The parking 

area/trailhead shown on the map is plowed for 

winter recreation enthusiasts. Ski trail conditions 

are available by calling the district office or by 

checking out Tiadaghton State Forest on 

Facebook.  

 
The district offers many miles of trails cross 

country ski trails, not including the 60-plus miles 

of the Pine Creek Rail Trail, which is also open to 

skiers. 

 

 

 
• Do not walk or ride bicycles on ski trails when 

snow-covered. 

• Stay on marked trails. Ski trails are marked 

with blue paint.  

• Never ski alone. If you do, be sure to let 

someone know where you are going and the 

time you expect to return.  

• Know your ability and endurance, and ski 

accordingly.  

• Yield to faster skiers and snow-grooming 

equipment.  

• Descending skiers have the right-of-way.  

• Do not ski on snowmobile trails. Snowmobile 

trails are marked with orange diamonds.  

• Be tolerant and respectful of other winter 

forest visitors.  

• Do not damage or deface any sign or structure.  

• Small fires for cooking or warming purposes 

are permitted only at places where adequate 

precautions are taken to prevent the spread of 

fire into the forest.  

• Do not litter. If you pack it in, please pack it 

out.  

 

 

Have fun - ski safely 

 

Ski Trail Etiquette 
 

 

Care for the Land 
 

 

Dual Certified Forest 
 

 

State forests belong to all Pennsylvanians.  Take 

time to enjoy them, but know the rules and 

regulations designed to protect the forests and 

you.  Please be careful with fire, keep our forests 

litter free and don’t damage trees and other plants. 

Pennsylvania’s 2.2-million-acre state forest system 

is one of the largest dual certified forests in North 

America. The forest is certified under Forest 

Stewardship Council™ and Sustainable Forestry 

Initiative© standards.  

     

 

     
The FSC© is an independent organization 

supporting environmentally appropriate, socially 

beneficial, and economically viable management of 

the world’s forests.    

 

SFI© certification focuses on protection of water 

quality, biodiversity, wildlife habitat, species at risk, 

and forests with exceptional conservation value. 

Dual certification ensures that Pennsylvania’s state 

forests are managed to the highest third-party 

standards. 
 

 

Tiadaghton State Forest 
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10 Lower Pine Bottom Road 

Waterville, PA 17776 

(570) 753-5409 

 

 

 

 
 www.dcnr.pa.gov 
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