
1400

1500

1100

1200

12
00

1300

1300

13
00

1500

15
00

1500

1400

15
00 1500

1700

1700

1600

1700

1700

1700

1900

15
00

1500

1600

1700

1100

11
00

1700

15
00

1400

1500

1600

1600

18
00

1900

1200
12

00

1300

1500

1500

1500

1500

1500

16
00

1700

1600

1800

1900

1600

2100

1400

18
00

1900

1800

1800

1900

1900

2000

2000

2000

2100

2100

2200

2200

1600

1700

1900

2100

1600

1500

1400

1500

1300

1400

15
00

1700

1600

1800

1900

2100

2000

20
00

2000

1400

1700

1600

1800

19
00

1900

1200
1300

1700

2000

2100

2200

2000

2100

2100

2100

2000

2100

2200

1800

1600

1800

1400

1500

1700

1900

1600

1700

2100

1700

1900

2000

1700

1900

1800

2000

2000

19
00

2100

1600

1900

Run

Little Dents

Run

Ch
as

e

Trout

Run

Ho
llo

w

Mahoney

Run

Hicks

Hicks

W
est

Branch

Bigger

Run

Little
Bear

Run

Run
M

cD
onald

Run

Run

Draft

D
ra

ft
Dark

Sh
a�

er

Porcupine
Hol.

H
ol.

Dents

Run

Cole
Draft

Creek

Sinnemahoning

Bell

Spring

Run

Jimmy

Run

Wainwright

Run

Branch

M
ix

Run

M
udJo

hn
so

n

Spike
Hol.

Silver

M
ill

Hollow

Run

Be
ar

Draft

English

Bigger

Run
Hollow

Be
nn

et
t

Stephens

Trout
Run
















QUEHANNA   WILD  AREA

Benezette

Run
Medix

CO.
CO.

CAMERON
ELK

Elk

Trail

Elk

Trail

Pi
ne

Tr
ee

Tr
.

Rocky

Hill

Rd.

Bell

Rd.

Gra
y

Rd.

Rd.

Hill

Barr

G
ra

nt

Dents
Run Road

East
Hicks

Run

Road

Hol.

Rd.

Draft

P
or

cu
pi

ne

Rd
.

W
i n

slo
w

Hill
Youngmark

Lane

Elk Lick
Lane

Dewey
Rd.

555

555

Pipeline

Pipeline

Hicks Run
Camping Area

Elk Country
Visitor Center
(Elk viewing)

Area

Camping

Area
Camping

Gas Well

Dark Hollow
40

3938

37

43

45

14

50

13

12

8

7

6

5

10

9

1

2

3

4

36

35
31

32

33

30

29
27

26 28

41
44

42

25

2423

21

22

19

17

18

15
16

20

46
47

48

34

49

11

1 0 1Mile1/2

M O S H A N N O N

 S T A T E

 F O R E S T

M O S H A N N O N

 S T A T E

 F O R E S T

Branch

Bennett

Sinnemahoning

Creek

Trout

Run

Benezette

Rd.

W
inslo

w
Hill

Front
Street

Schoolhouse Rd.

2nd
Street

TroutRun

10

555

N

00

Shared-use Trail (Non-motorized)

Hiking Only—Elk Trail And Pine Tree Trail

Thunder Mountain Equestrian Trail

LEGEND

Elk State Forest

Moshannon State Forest

State Game Lands

Natural Area

County Line

Hard Surface Road

Improved Dirt Road

Administrative Road

State or Federal Highway

Gate

Spring/non-potable Water

Horse-watering Site

Pipeline R/W

Parking Area

Equestrian Camping

Camping

PGC Designated Route—Open All Year 

Parking Horse Trailers

PGC Designated Route 

Private Camping

Intersection Number

Elk Trail &
Thunder Mountain Equestrian Trail and 

State Game Lands 311 Designated Routes

1700

Elk State Forest
ELK and CAMERON COUNTIES

pennsylvania

WILDS
R

To  D
riftw

ood

Rev. 1/14/20

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
AND NATURAL RESOURCES
BUREAU OF FORESTRY

pennsylvania

D

2020
www.dcnr.pa.gov



     A
s y

o
u
 reach

 th
e to

p
 o

f th
e rid

g
e th

e tra
il w

ill tu
rn

 to
 th

e 

w
e
st an

d
 fo

llo
w

 th
e co

n
to

u
r u

n
til y

o
u
 reach

 a sm
all in

term
itten

t 

strea
m

.  T
h
e trail w

ill trav
el n

o
rth

 alo
n
g
 th

e w
aterw

a
y
 a

s it 

co
n
tin

u
es th

ro
u

g
h
 m

ix
ed

 o
ak

 fo
rest to

 th
e N

atio
n
al F

u
el G

a
s 

P
ip

elin
e. T

h
e trail cro

sses th
e strea

m
 o

n
 th

e p
ip

elin
e b

u
t 

im
m

ed
iately

 tu
rn

s w
est to

 p
ro

ceed
 u

p
 L

o
g
 S

lid
e H

o
llo

w
.

     N
ear th

e h
ead

 o
f L

o
g
 S

lid
e H

o
llo

w
, th

e trail m
eets an

 o
ld

 

w
a
g
o

n
 ro

ad
 k

n
o

w
n
 as th

e P
atterso

n
 H

o
llo

w
 T

rail. T
h
e E

lk
 T

rail 

fo
llo

w
s P

atterso
n
 H

o
llo

w
 T

rail o
n
ly

 a sh
o

rt d
istan

ce b
e
fo

re 

tu
rn

in
g
 ab

ru
p

tly
 to

 th
e w

est. If y
o

u
 m

iss th
is tu

rn
 in

 th
e trail 

y
o

u
 w

ill co
m

e to
 a recen

tly
 co

n
stru

cted
 tim

b
er h

a
u
l ro

ad
 an

d
 

lo
g
 lan

d
in

g
.  

     Y
o
u
 w

ill co
n
tin

u
e to

 th
e w

est th
ro

u
g
h
 a b

eech
, m

ap
le, an

d
 

m
ix

ed
 o

ak
 fo

rest a
n
d
 ev

en
tu

ally
 jo

in
 a fain

t w
ag

o
n
 ro

ad
 th

at, 

after p
assin

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 so

m
e lau

rel, d
ip

s d
o
w

n
 in

to
 an

o
th

er sm
all 

h
o
llo

w
. In

 th
is h

o
llo

w
 y

o
u
 w

ill see so
m

e ro
ck

y
 terrain

 th
at m

ay
 

m
ak

e h
ik

in
g
 d

ifficu
lt as y

o
u
 co

n
tin

u
e d

o
w

n
h
ill to

 D
en

ts R
u
n
 

R
o
ad

. 

     P
ro

ceed
 so

u
th

 o
n
 D

en
ts R

u
n
 R

o
ad

 a sh
o
rt d

istan
ce b

efo
re 

tu
rn

in
g
 to

 th
e w

est. Y
o
u
 w

ill h
av

e to
 cro

ss D
en

ts R
u
n
 w

h
ich

 

sh
o
u
ld

n
’t b

e to
o
 d

ifficu
lt under norm

al co
n
d
itio

n
s.  A

fter 

cro
ssin

g
 th

e stream
, th

e trail ag
ain

 m
ak

es u
se o

f an
 o

ld
 w

ag
o
n
 

ro
ad

. T
h
is ro

ad
 an

g
les u

p
 th

e sid
e o

f th
e h

ill o
n
 th

e w
est sid

e o
f 

D
en

ts R
u
n
. Y

o
u
 w

ill b
e ab

le to
 see w

h
ere th

is o
ld

 ro
ad

 w
as d

u
g
 

in
to

 th
e sid

e o
f th

e h
ill. A

t th
e crest o

f th
e h

ill, th
e m

o
u
n
tain

 

lau
rel b

eg
in

s an
d
 th

e traces o
f th

e o
ld

 trail are to
o
 in

d
istin

ct to
 

fo
llo

w
. 

     F
ro

m
 h

ere th
e trail stay

s alo
n
g
 th

e to
p
 o

f th
e rid

g
e fo

r ab
o
u
t 

1
/2

 m
ile. In

itially
 th

e trail is su
rro

u
n
d
ed

 b
y
 m

o
u
n
tain

 lau
rel. 

T
h
is g

rad
u
ally

 g
iv

es w
ay

 to
 a m

ap
le, o

ak, an
d
 b

irch
 fo

rest w
ith

 

a d
en

se u
n
d
ersto

ry
 o

f h
ay-scen

ted
 fern

. A
fter to

p
p
in

g
 a sm

all 

crest o
n
 th

e rid
g
e, a p

atch
 o

f h
em

lo
ck

s is v
isib

le to
 th

e w
est. 

T
h
e trail p

asses d
o
w

n
h
ill th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e h
em

lo
ck

s to
 th

e h
ead

 o
f 

th
e d

rain
ag

e. 

  T
h
is d

rain
ag

e is called
 E

m
ery

 D
raft o

r O
rch

ard
 H

o
llo

w
. T

h
e 

trail fo
llo

w
s th

e h
o
llo

w
, ev

en
tu

ally
 jo

in
in

g
 a fain

t w
ag

o
n
 ro

ad
 

th
at g

rad
u
ally

 b
eco

m
es m

o
re o

b
v
io

u
s. T

h
is h

o
llo

w
 is v

ery
 

ro
ck

y
 an

d
 m

ay
 m

ak
e h

ik
in

g
 slo

w
 an

d
 d

elib
erate. N

ear th
e 

m
o
u
th

 o
f th

e h
o
llo

w
, th

e w
ag

o
n
 ro

ad
 sw

in
g
s lo

w
 aro

u
n
d
 th

e 

p
o
in

t to
 th

e east. T
h
e trail d

ep
arts to

 th
e so

u
th

w
est an

d
 cro

sses 

th
e h

o
llo

w
 n

ear sev
eral h

u
n
tin

g
 cab

in
s an

d
 jo

in
s th

e access 

ro
ad

 fo
r th

ese cab
in

s. 

sectio
n

s o
f lo

g
s, an

d
 sk

id
 trails fro

m
 a tim

b
er sale th

at w
as 

co
m

p
leted

 in
 th

e early
 1

9
9

0
s. Y

o
u

 w
ill th

en
 en

co
u
n
ter an

o
th

er 

tim
b

er h
au

l ro
ad

 lead
in

g
 to

 th
e w

est. 

     F
o

llo
w

in
g

 th
e h

au
l ro

ad
 y

o
u

 w
ill sh

o
rtly

 en
co

u
n
ter S

h
affer 

D
raft R

o
ad

. T
h

is is a g
ated

, lo
w

 m
ain

ten
an

ce fo
rest ro

ad
 th

at 

g
o

es fro
m

 th
e w

est b
ran

ch
 o

f H
ick

s R
u

n
 to

 B
elle D

raft R
o
ad

. 

F
o

llo
w

 S
h

affer D
raft R

o
ad

 to
 th

e n
o

rth
east fo

r a sh
o
rt d

istan
ce 

b
efo

re tu
rn

in
g

 to
 th

e n
o

rth
w

est an
d

 th
en

 p
ro

ceed
 alo

n
g
 th

e h
au

l 

ro
ad

. A
lo

n
g

 th
e w

ay
 y

o
u

 w
ill see a recen

tly
 created

 fo
o
d
 p

lo
t 

th
at is p

art o
f th

e o
n

g
o

in
g

 elk
 h

ab
itat im

p
ro

v
em

en
t p

ro
g
ram

. In
 

th
e sam

e area y
o

u
 w

ill n
o

tice th
at th

ere are few
 trees am

o
n
g
 th

e 

lau
rel an

d
 fern

. T
h

is area failed
 to

 reg
en

erate fo
llo

w
in

g
 an

 

asp
en

 tim
b

er sale in
 1

9
7

8
. C

o
n

tin
u

in
g

 y
o

u
 w

ill p
ass th

ro
u
g
h
 a 

stan
d

 o
f b

irch
 an

d
 m

o
u

n
tain

 lau
rel fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y
 so

m
e th

ick
 

h
em

lo
ck

s an
d

 b
o

u
ld

ers. B
elo

w
 an

d
 to

 th
e w

est o
f th

e trail th
ere 

are sev
eral sp

rin
g

s th
at d

rain
 in

to
 S

h
affer D

raft. In
 th

e v
icin

ity
 

o
f th

ese sp
rin

g
s, th

e trail tu
rn

s ab
ru

p
tly

 to
 th

e w
est o

n
 an

 

ab
an

d
o

n
ed

 p
ip

elin
e. 

     F
o

llo
w

 th
e o

ld
 p

ip
elin

e u
p

h
ill. Y

o
u

 w
ill n

o
tice th

at a lack
 o

f 

m
ain

ten
an

ce o
n

 th
e p

ip
elin

e allo
w

ed
 th

e b
irch

, m
o
u
n
tain

 lau
rel, 

an
d

 h
em

lo
ck

 to
 en

cro
ach

. A
fter y

o
u

 h
ik

e o
v

er th
e h

ig
h
 p

o
in

t o
f 

th
is b

ro
ad

 rid
g

eto
p

 th
e trail tu

rn
s sharply

 to
 th

e so
u
th

east an
d
 

leav
es th

e p
ip

elin
e. 

     A
fter a sh

o
rt d

istan
ce th

e trail jo
in

s a railro
ad

 g
rad

e fro
m

 th
e 

lo
g

g
in

g
 era o

f th
e early

 1
9

0
0

s. T
h

e trail g
o

es g
en

tly
 d

o
w

n
h
ill in

 

a b
ro

ad, sw
eep

in
g

 tu
rn

 to
 th

e w
est. If y

o
u

 lo
o

k
 carefu

lly
 y

o
u
 

can
 see raised

 sectio
n

s o
f g

ro
u

n
d

 w
h

ere th
e cro

ss-ties u
sed

 to
 

b
e. Y

o
u

 m
ay

 n
o

tice ex
cav

ated
 areas w

h
ere sto

n
es an

d
 so

il w
ere 

rem
o

v
ed

 to
 b

u
ild u

p
 th

e g
rad

e. Y
o

u
 w

ill also
 n

o
tice at th

e 

u
p

p
er en

d
 o

f th
is sectio

n
 o

f trail th
at th

e m
o

u
n

tain
 lau

rel an
d
 

b
irch

 sap
lin

g
s cro

w
d

 th
e sid

es o
f th

e trail. T
h

e seco
n
d
 h

alf o
f 

th
is sectio

n
 o

f trail fo
llo

w
s a slig

h
t ro

ck
y

 h
o

llo
w

 d
o
w

n
 to

w
ard

 

B
ell D

raft R
o

ad
. Ju

st ab
o

v
e B

elle D
raft R

o
ad, th

e trail leav
es 

th
e o

ld
 railro

ad
 g

rad
e an

d
 tak

es a m
o

re d
irect ro

u
te d

o
w

n
 to

 th
e 

ro
ad

. 

     O
n

ce y
o

u
 are o

n
 B

ell D
raft R

o
ad, y

o
u

 w
ill n

o
tice th

e stream
 

flo
w

in
g

 to
 th

e so
u

th
. T

h
is is B

ell D
raft an

d
 it is a h

ig
h
 q

u
ality, 

n
ativ

e tro
u

t stream
. U

p
stream

 y
o

u
 w

ill n
o

tice a h
u
n
tin

g
 cab

in
, 

o
n

e o
f o

v
er 2

0
0

 leased
 cam

p
sites o

n
 E

lk
 S

tate F
o
rest. H

ik
in

g
 to

 

th
e w

est o
n

 th
e ro

ad
, co

n
tin

u
e p

ast a sp
rin

g
.  T

h
e trail w

ill en
ter 

th
e w

o
o

d
s a sh

o
rt d

istan
ce b

ey
o

n
d

 th
e sp

rin
g

 an
d
 w

ill h
ead

 

n
o

rth
 as y

o
u

 ascen
d

 a slig
h

tly
 ro

ck
y

 d
raw

. 

     T
h

e E
lk T

rail 

     E
lk

 T
rail rew

ard
s th

e h
ik

er w
ith

 a v
ariety

 o
f terrain

 an
d
 

scen
ery

 as it w
eav

es th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e rid
g
es an

d
 h

o
llo

w
s o

f E
lk

 

C
o
u

n
ty

. T
h

e trail is ap
p

ro
x
im

ately
 1

5
.8

 m
iles lo

n
g
 an

d
 

m
ark

ed
 in

 y
ello

w
 –

 h
ik

in
g

 o
n
ly

 trail.  T
h
e trail area is p

rim
e 

elk
 territo

ry
 an

d
 th

e lu
ck

y
 h

ik
er w

ill b
e treated

 w
ith

 an
 

o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 see th

is m
ajestic an

im
al w

ild
 an

d
 free in

 its 

h
ab

itat. 

     D
riv

in
g
 w

est o
n

 D
en

ts R
u
n
 R

o
ad

, ap
p
ro

x
im

ately
 tw

o
 

m
iles fro

m
 R

o
u

te 5
5

5
, is th

e lo
w

er en
d
 o

f B
ear H

o
llo

w
. T

h
e 

trail b
eg

in
s h

ere an
d

 fo
llo

w
s th

e d
rain

ag
e to

 th
e to

p
 o

f th
e 

rid
g
e b

etw
een

 D
en

ts R
u

n
 an

d
 H

ick
s R

u
n
. T

h
e trail is actu

ally
 

an
 o

ld
 w

ag
o

n
 ro

ad
 fro

m
 th

e late 1
8
0
0
’s th

at w
as u

sed
 b

y
 

lu
m

b
erm

en
. T

h
e E

lk
 T

rail is m
ark

ed
 in

 y
ello

w
. 

     A
fter a sh

o
rt h

ik
e o

n
 th

e relativ
ely

 flat rid
g
eto

p, th
e trail 

jo
in

s a tim
b

er h
au

l ro
ad

. F
o
llo

w
 th

e h
au

l ro
ad

 in
 a 

n
o
rth

w
esterly

 d
irectio

n
 fo

r ab
o
u
t 3

/4
 o

f a m
ile. T

h
is h

au
l 

ro
ad

 w
as b

u
ilt in

 th
e late 1

9
6
0
’s fo

r th
e rem

o
v
al o

f asp
en

 

lo
g
s an

d
 h

as b
een

 reu
sed

 fo
r tim

b
er an

d
 w

ild
life p

ro
jects. 

T
h
e h

au
l ro

ad
 fo

llo
w

s a m
u
ch

 o
ld

er w
ag

o
n
 ro

ad
, k

n
o
w

n
 as 

“S
n

o
o
k
’s T

rail” th
at b

eg
an

 in
 th

e v
illag

e o
f D

en
ts R

u
n
 an

d
 

fo
llo

w
ed

 th
e rid

g
e w

h
ere y

o
u
 are n

o
w

. 

     A
s y

o
u
 fo

llo
w

 th
e h

au
l ro

ad
 y

o
u
 w

ill see a sm
all clearin

g
 

to
 th

e n
o
rth

. T
h

e E
lk

 T
rail g

o
es th

ro
u
g
h
 th

is clearin
g
 an

d
 

jo
in

s an
o
th

er o
ld

 trail k
n

o
w

n
 as R

id
g
e T

rail. T
h
e E

lk
 T

rail 

fo
llo

w
s th

is o
ld

 trail fo
r ab

o
u
t 1

 1
/4

 m
iles. A

lo
n
g
 th

e w
ay

 

y
o
u
 w

ill g
o

 th
ro

u
g

h
 a “seed

 tree“ cu
t w

h
ere th

e trees w
ere 

rem
o
v
ed

 in
 th

e late 1
9

7
0

’s. S
o
m

e p
o
rtio

n
s o

f th
is tim

b
er sale 

h
av

e reg
en

erated
 in

 b
irch

, b
eech

, ch
erry

 an
d
 asp

en
. A

s y
o
u
 

n
ear th

e en
d

 o
f th

is sectio
n

 o
f th

e trail, y
o
u
 w

ill see tree to
p
s, 

Pennsylvania’s 2.2-m
illion-acre state  

forest system
 is certified under Forest 

Stew
ardship Council™

 and Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative©

 standards.

Dual certification ensures that 
Pennsylvania’s state forests are m

anaged 
to the highest third-party standards.

 

E
lk T

rail 
E

lk S
tate F

orest 

P
en

n
sy

lv
an

ia’s v
ast state fo

rest sy
stem

 co
m
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State forests belong to all Pennsylvanians.  Take tim
e 

to enjoy them
, but know

 the rules and regulations 
designed to protect the forests and you.  Please be 
careful w

ith fire, keep our forests litter free ,and don’t 
dam

age trees and other plants.

Dual Certified Forest

Care for the Landw
w
w
.dcnr.pa.gov
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