Conservation &
‘ NR A‘ Natural Resources
Advisory Council

2019 - 2020 Annual Report

Department of Cons ervation & Natural Resources




Conservation &
‘ NRA‘ Natural Resources
" Advisory Council

Penrsylvania Canstitution
Article I, Section27

Thepeople havearight to cleanair, pure water, and to the presenation of the natural, scenic,
historic and aesthetic valuesof the envionment. PennsyhaniaQ jgublic natural resourcesare
the common property of all the people, including geneiationsyet tocome. Astrusteesof these
resources,the commonwealth shall conserveand maintain themfor the benefit of
all the people.

MISSONSTATEIENT
Consenration and Natural ResourcesAdvisory Goundil

Drawing upon the diversty of experiencesand pergpectivesof itsappadnted citizenmembers,
the council will provide to the Department of Consenation and Natural Resaurces,to the
Govemor, to the Geneal Asembly, and to the public, adviceregarding the consenation

and stewardship of the commonwealthQ @atural resources.

Thepowersand duties of the council will be carried out as legishtively
mandated in Section 315(d), Act 18 of 1995.

Onthe Cover Bald Eagle State ParkiCe nt r e County, t hefieldtipt e of
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September23, 2020

TheHonorable Tom Wolf
Officeof the Governor 225
Main Cayptol

Harrisburg, PA 17120

DearGovemor Wolf:

TheConservation and Natural ResourcesAdvisory Gouncil (INRAC) ipleasedo present its 2019-2020
annual reportof our activities in filfillment of our obligationsto provide advice and recommendations to
the Depatment of Conservation andNatural Resources(DQNR).

ONRAGQontinuesto closelyfollow issuesthat impactthe programs andservicesof DQNR. The challenges
LINBaSyGSR o0& (KA& @SIFINRa LI yRSYAO 6SNB Ylyes

of DCNR staff to meet those challenges. As the impacts of the pandemic increasepadtateavexponential
growth in visitation, with some parks experiencing more thatD0% increase over the previous ygaNRAC
appreciates your recogtion of the importance of outdoor recreation aie physical and mental health of the
citizens we sem. Outdoor recreation is an enormoupsgitalindustry in Pennsylvania, geneirag $29.1 billion
annually in consumer spending and susitagra quarter of a million direct Pennsylvania jobs.

Along with these significanbéreaseddemands for reareational opportunities, habitat loss, hvasive

species,gas leasig andother pressuescontinue to consume financialandhumanresources. From the
presentations by DONR staff throughout the year,we know that theselimited resourceshave the potential

to affect DONR® ahility to fully cary out its missbn. We uige you andthe legislature to continue to protect

the agenc® Q&  FundS anatd dedicate more of the siall SGhderal Fund to the operational budget of

the agency. We look forward to working with DCNR, your office and legislators on the challenging issue of
the backlog of more than $1 billion in parks and forests infrastructure needs.

ONRACzontinued toactively participate in the development of strategic pans, policiesand programs for

state parksand forests outdoor recreationandmotorized recreation We are excited about the possibility of
creative and innovative programs to continue to serve current users of our parks and forests and to encourage
new uses to take advantage of these unique resourcENRAC has established a new Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion Work Group to devote expertise and time to working alongside DCNR staff to develop goals to
increase access and develop relevant activities to enalircitizendave opportunities tanjoy our parks

and forests.

We are excited to begin to see the strategic plans implemented and are committed to cimgibouvork
GAGK @2dzNJ 2FFAOS YR 5/ bw aidl¥F G2 SyedtedMBle G KS /
offeringvital recreational opportunities to our citizens.

Sncerely,

R Uil =
GeralynUmsteadSinger
CNRAC Chair 2022021




CNRAGOUNCIL MEMBERG19-2020

GOVERNRQ { POINTMENTS

SilasChamberlin-- York, PA; B.A. History, Temple University; M.A. History and Ph.D.
Environmental History, Lehigh University; Vice President of Economic and Community
Development of the York County Economic Alliance; term expires January 2023.

Meredith OdatoGraham-- Pittsburgh, PA; B.S. Natural Resources,
Cornell University; J.D. University of Pittsburgh School of Law;
environmentallawyer andcommunity volunteer;term expires
January 2022.

University; J.D. University of Pittsburgh School of [Exggrutive
Director,Ohio River Valley Institutgerm expires January 2022.

Geralyn UmsteaeSinger-- Hershey, PA; B.A. in Communications,
Lycomirg College; Certification Elementary Education, Wilson
College; community volunteer and family caregiver; term expires
January 2021.

. Steve Stroman- Lancaster, PAB.A., Political Science, Vassar Colle |
M.A. Political Science, Duke Universitynservation/environmental .

policy consultant andfamily caregiver; term expires January 2023.

OneVacancyPending Appointment

Terms Expired in 2020

L. Richard SaylesHarrisburg, PA; B.S. Developmental Psychology, Penn State
University; Dauphi€ounty Area Coordinator for the Retired Senior Volunteer Program
(RSVP) of the Capitol Region.

Ephraim Zimmerman- Pittsburgh, PA; B.S. Wildlife Biology, Colorado
State University; M.S. Forest Ecology, University of Michigan; Ecologi
Assessment ManagePA Natural Heritage Conservancy.




PRESIDENPRO TEMPOREOFTHESENATEAPPOINTMENTS

Rocco S. Al North Apollo, PA; B.S. Biology and Chemistry, Geneva College; M.S.
Orthopedics and Neurology, University of Pittsburgh; Physical Therapist and Clinical
Supervisor, Nova Care Outpatient Rehabilitation; term expires JanuaBy 202

L. Stockton llloway- Phoenixville, PA; B.A. Liberal Arts, Harvard
University; M.S. Finandi&cience, American College; Senior Sales
Associate, 1847 Financialyaiting reappointment

Robert E. Kirchner- St. Marys, PA; B.S. Health & Physical Educatiq¢
Slippery Rock University of PA; Owner, WhyNotSafety, LLC; Past
President, American Couhoif Snowmobile AssociationBpard

Member, West Creek Recreational Trail Associatiemm expires January 232

Janet L. Sweeney Luzerne, PA; B.A in Sociology, State University
New York; M.S. Science in Planning and Regional Development,
Universty of Arizona; Director, Pennsylvania Environmental Counci
awaiting reappointment

David Trimpey-- Pittsfield, PA; B.S. in Forest Science, Penn State ’
University;retired Resource Manager, Kane Hardwood Division of

[

y,@g Collins Pine Company; terexpires January 2021.
\', .

One Vacancy Pending Appointment
FEAKEROFTHEHOUEAPPOINTMENTS

Sarah HatBagdonas- Lake Ariel, PA; B.S. Biology, Millersville University; Program
Manager, Northern Tier Hardwood Associatitarm expires January 2023.

Greg Goldman- Philadelphia, PA; B.A. Northwestern Univerdifgster
of Public Policy Studies, University of Chic&gmior Director, Mid
Atlantic National Audubon Societierm expires January 2021.

Dean Jacksor Columbia Cross Roads, Bradford GpuRA; owner,
Mt-Glen Farms; term expires January 2023.

Gary M. B. Kribbs- Havertown, PA; B.A. Geology, University of Toledas
M.S. Geology, University of Toledo; President, AEON Geoscience, In=
awaiting reappointment
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Ted Tharan- Clarion PA; Clarion County Commissioner; term expires January 2(

OneVacang Pending Appointment

Terms Expired in 2020

. Clifford C. David, Jr- Lower Gwynedd, Montgomery County, PA; B.A. Psychology, Bucknell
University; B.S. Botanyniversity of Vermont; M.S. Organization and Management, Antioch
' College; President, Conservation Economics.
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'\” William C. Forrey- Camp Hill, PA; B.S. Landscape Architecture; M.S.

y Regional Planning, Penn State University; Retired Pennsylvania State
Director.

CNRAOMCERSANDSTAFF

DANR &cretary ¢ Cndy AdamsDunn

Chairmang¢ Ephraim Zimmerma(20192020); Geralyn Singer (202021)
Vice Chairman¢ Janet Sweene{20132020); Bob Kirchner (202D21)
Secretay ¢ Geralyn Siger(20192020); MeredithOdatoGraham (202€2021)

DQNR Gouncil Adviser ¢ Gretchenlesie
Cauncil Administrator¢ Katina Harris (contractor)

CNRAGVORK GROUPS

CNRAC Work Groups continued to meed discussurrent issueso provide inputand recommendationo
DCNR. In 2020, CNRAC established a new WorkGtimeipiversity, Equity and Inclusion Work Grotg
reflect a key priority of DCNRMembership of each Work Group and highlights of activities for the past year
are summarized below.

Motorized Recreation Work Group
Bob Kichner, Rocco Ali, Gary Kribbs, Sock Illoway

In 2019, the Motorized Recreation Work Group publisaeéportwith 15recommendations regarding
expandingmotorized recreation opportunities in Pennsylvania, including the growing demand for ATV
riding opportunities. Since publication of the report, the Work Group has had discussions with DCNR on it
recommendations and provided reports to CNRAC on the stdtaach recommendation. In March 2020,

the Work Group reviewed theINR LJ2 8 SR OKI y3Sa (2 5/ bwQa ! ¢+
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Srategic Planning Work Group
Meredith Odato GrahamJanet Swveeney, Dave Timpey, Silas ChamberlinSarah HalBagdonas
(RickSayles Ephraim Zimmermamand Cliff Davidappointments ended January 2020)

The Strategic PlamngWork Groupreviewed the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan and
developed comments. The Work Group also reviethedstate parks strategic plah, Sy y Q& t I NJ &
and the priorities for the upcoming Bureau of Forestry strategic ptahprovided commentsThe Work

Group will continue to monitor updates to these planning documents and assist with the implementation of
the final plans.

Communicationsand OutreachWork Group
Sarah HatBagdonasGary Kribbs, Greg Goldmaferalyn Singer
(Cliff David appointment ended in January 2020

The Communicationand OutreachWork Groupcontinued to monitor relevant legislation amdet
with leaders of theSenate and Hougenvironmental and Enerdyesources Committegs keep
legislators informed of CNRAC activities and viewpoints. The Work Goatipued its work with
DCNR staffn updatesto the CNRA@/ebsitewith meeting minutes and Council reports/letters. The
Work Groupalsocontinued to grow its stakeholder list to maintain communication and notify
interested groups and citizens of CNRAC meeti@igancil also responded to several
guestions/comments submitted by citizens through the website.

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Work Group
Joanne Kilgour, Janet Sweeney, Geralyn Singer, Greg Goldman, Steve Stroman

In 2020, CNRAC formed a new Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Work GiujztdLJ2 NIi 5/ bwQa
objectives in this area, following a presentation at its January 2020 meeting by Ms. Emily Hendrickson,
5/ bwQa yS¢ 59L O22NRAYIF{I2N¥P ¢KS 3INRdzL) Aa Sadlof
including frequent discussions at CNRRéyeetings

Infrastructure Work Group
Stock Illoway, Geralyn Singer, Gary Kribbs, Janet Sweeney, Dave Trimpey
(Ephraim Zimmermarmand Bill Forreyappointments ended January2020)

DCNR managesd maintaingnore infrastructure than most state agencidglaintenance
encompasses a wide range of activities and investnterasitine maintenance, preventative
maintenance, and corrective maintenandglaintaining infrastructure requires funding for staff and
materiak, as well as engineering and other contracted servitBgortunately, the money required

for maintenance has not kept pace with the need$ieInfrastructure Work Group continued to focus
on and highlight the tremendousindingneed for infrastructuraipgrades andnaintenance at state
parks and forests, now totaling more than $1 billiofhe needed investments range from bridges to
wastewater treatment facilities, dams and invasive plant removal, and from roads to {FaiksWork
Group continued to mnitor proposed legislation and discuss the needs \gtfislators. The Work
Groupis partnering with the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation in their outreach efforts, as
well as initiating CNRAC communications and outreach activities.




SUMMARY OENRAMIEETINGS

JULY &, 2019

PRESENTATIONS

t SyyQa tFNjJa F2NJ!ff {dNFXGS3IAO tfly 5NI T
Paul Zeph, Bureau of State Parks

Mr. Zeph highlighted sections of the draft strategic plandtate parks, including data collection and
recommendations. He reviewed the activities underway for obtaining public comment and input on the
draft plan and invited CRAC members to assist with the outreach. CNRAC members provided initial
observations ad comments about the draft plan.

20192020 DCNR Enacted Budget
Stacie Amsler, Bureau of Administrag Services

Ms. Amsler provided an overview of the 262920 DCNR enacted budgetd showed a threeyear

comparison of major operating appropriatiorfhe advised of all the general funds collected in the
commonwealth5/ bwQa akKFINB Aa&a opmp:r 2F SIOK LISyye 2N bon
different funding sources that go into the budget, with the General Fund and Oil and Gas Lease Fund
providing much of the operating revenugnd park user feesgederal funds, and timber sales augmenting
these funds.

Land and Water Conservation Fund Conversions
Tom Ford, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation

Mr. Fordgave an overview dhe Land andVater Conservation Furehd howDCNR directs the funding
down to local recreation and conservation projedi® noted thatmore than 1,600 projects have been
completed with these funds in Pennsylvarsice the program began over 50 years age Bureawf
Recreation and Conservatistaff inspect about 20% of the sites each year to ensurelérats funded by
LWCF are not converted to nwacreation uses.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Patrick Henderson, Marcellus Shale Coalition, gave Council an update on #u fegin Pennsylvania.

Mr. John Childénquired abouthow the Bureau of State Parks and Bureau of Forestcoordinating their
strategic planningfforts andencouraged better integration of the two bureaus on important issues

Other attendees included:

John Childe, PA Environmental Defense Foundation

Jeffrey Clukey, PA House of Representatives, Appropriations
Patrick Henderson, Marcellus Shale Coalition

David Hess, Environmental Digest

David Mong, DCNR

Yy tAyOl X {Coflifont ! QF C2NBaida
Robert Swift, Capitol Wire

Katie Woodbury, DCNR




OCTOBER 2, POFIELD TRIP

Bald Eagle State Park

CNRAC held its October 2, 2019 meeting at Bald Edi
State Park. The Council invited numerous stakehol
groups to attend the meeting and patrijate in small
group discussions on the recommendations of the
draftt Sy y Qa t Istidfegic plan2 NJ ! f f

Prior to the meeting, Council members met with the
park manager, Mike Winters, and toured several
areas of the park to see firsthand unigpark

features, as well as infrastructure needs. From the
Nature Inn to the unlimited horsepower boating, 369
slip marina, and newly built Environmental Learning
Center, Council members experienced some of the
distinctive attributes of the parkvhich are sedby
more than 550,000 visitors each year.

Mr. Wintershighlighted a few of the s
infrastructure needs includm S
modernizing water and sewer
systems, buildings, and park roads
Such modernization will reduce ]
emergency repairs and continue to §
enhance the visitor experiencéie

also reviewed with the Council
A0FFFAYy3a OKIff Sy,
changing expectation®f camping
venues and technology.

As part of their public portion of the

meeting, council members and

public attendeeseceived aroverview of thet Sy y Q& t Istidfiegic planbpld b R&uBZep.

Council memberghen worked with thestakeholder oganizationsn small groups to discuss the strategic

LX F yQad NBO2YYSYRIFIGAZ2Yyao®d ¢KS /2dzyOAf dzaSR GKS LJc
comments and suggestions on the plan.




NOVEMBER® 2019
PRESENTATIONS

Q@ vy a S NI A ywsods, BuyedkbiiForestry Strategic Plan
Ryan Szuch, Bureau of Forestry

aNYp {1 dzOK RA&O0dzZAa&ASR (G(KS . dz2NBIFdzQa aidNFXGS3IA0 LI I yip
development. He noted the timeline for the plan is development in 202@viallg by organizational

alignment which will take a few years. Mr. Szuch provided a handout of the draft list of priorities and
NBIljdzSaGSR GKS / 2dzyOAf Qa FTSSRol O] 2y GKS LINR 2 NA
provided to Councildr review and comments.

PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comments were offered at this meeting.

Other attendees included:

Kyle Shenk, The Conservation Fund

Brian Rider, PA Forest Products Association
Terry Brady, DCNR

Jake Newtown, DCNR

Su Ann Shupp, DCNR

JANUARY2, 220

PRESENTATIONS

Proposed Revised ATV Policy
John Norbeck, DCNR Deputy Secretary for Parks and Forestry
Nicole Faraguna, DCNR Policy Director

M.b2NBSO|l FYR aad® Ck NI 3Idzyl NBGJAS g SR piowded béckgioiing NB
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challengeghat resulted inan ATV Trail Moratorium in Z0 on any new trails on DCNR lan@lee growing
demand from the public for lonrdistance trails and connections between communitgedrivingproposed
changes they presented in a revised ATV polityy Faraguna stated the changes would rescind the 2003
moratorium and permits DCNR to explore opportunities for new trails/connectors on state forest lands,
while continuing to prohibit ATV trails in state parkgs. Faraguna said DCNR is looking at increased ATV
usage as an opportunity to help ATV users hagé&ronger stewardship connection by establishing a
network of stewardship leaders within the ATV communiDCNR is looking to the ATV community and
industry for help in developing this stewardship connection
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Emily Hendrickson, DCNR DEI Coordinator

Ms. Emily Hendricksapresented orDCNR dew Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Initiatiteehelp improve

0KS | RESWeEME LIKAOATI YR aKS 41a KANBR Fa (©@® 02 2INR.
employees were trained on diversity, and an employee mentor program was launched to increase inclusio

with new employees. She added that an action plan has been prepared, and DEI is becoming a conversatfon
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PUBLICOMMENT

Public comments at this meeting focused on the proposed changes to the ATV policy and are summarized
below:

1 Jerry Walls, Pine Creek Watershed Council/Pennsylvania Wilds Land Msa/Nalls expressed
appreciation for CNRA@orkingon issues andxy 8 A RSNJ (A 2ya (2 Fdz FAECE |5/
the Pennsylvania Constitutiohle said theWatershedCouncil is not opposed to ATV trails so long as
they are in the appropriate locationbut expressed concegabout fundingandpossible impact on
streams

Cindy Barrick, PA State Snowmobile Association, Region 10 Diredsr:Barrick said her

association also is not opposed to ATV traiild focused her commentsn proper maintenance of
existing and new trailsand concern that snowmobile use miag impactedby increased ATV use.

She also expressed interest in knowing how associations can work with DCNR to help maintain the
roads including the use of volunteers.

Eric Bruggeman, PA Gifighway Vehicle Associationvr. BruggemartommendedDCNR fothe
proposed changes arttianked Council member Bob Kirchrmar the motorized recreation report

Mr. Bruggeman said the Association believes the proposed changes will help balance the demand
for off-road recreation and provide a great way to get peoplédoors who do not always have the
means for accessible recreation.

Steve Salisbury, American Motorcyclist Associatidvir. Salisbury said he was pleased to hear
about the outof-state research being dorendencouraged DCNR to have a dedicated staff person
for the off-road programs with appropriate authority-dis comments focuseah fundingissuesa
concern that Pennsylvania does not currently registerroffd motorcycles

Jim Laird, DCNR Trails Advisoryn@uoittee: As theoff-highway motorcycle representative on the
Trails Advisor¢ommittee Mr. Laird stated Pennsylvania has a good opportunity to capture
Canadian recreational users, in addition to the increasing number of ATV users in Pennsylvania.
Laird said there are also many unregistered ATVs which could be contributing through registration
fees. He also expressed his belief that this type of recreational use provided a great opportunity fo
crossgenerational participation, as well as accommadatand inclusion.



Other attendees included:

Sarah Corcoran, Sierra Club

Jim Laird, DCNR Trails Advisory Committee Member

Fred Brown, motorized advocate

Cindy Barrick, PA State Snowmobile Association

Steve Salisbury, American Motorcyclist Assomfati

Eric Bruggerman, PA @fighway Vehicle Association

Sarah Scholl, PA Parks and Forests Foundation

Marci Mowery, PA Parks and Forests Foundation

Jerry Walls, Pine Creek Watershed Council/PA Wilds Land Use
Nate Lotze, DCNR

Justin Royer, DCNR

Elissa Garofa, Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage Corridor
Bob Pento, PennDOT

Sean Gimble, PA Fish and Boat Commission

Alex MacDonald, DCNR

Terry Brady, DCNR

Shea Zwerver, DCNR

Jake Newton, DCNR

G. Guliban, PA Farm Bureau
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MARCHLS, 220

The March 182020 meeting was cancelled due to the COWpandemic.

MAY 27, 220 (VIRTUAMEETING
PRESENTATIONS

Proposed Revised DCNR ATV Policy
Nicole Faraguna, DCNR Pol@yector

Ms. Faragungave the statusf the proposed revised drafATVpolicy, which wageleased on January 27

for a 60day comment periodMs. Faraguna said approximately 75% of the comments were supportive of
the changes, with 25% indicating some cams or overall oppositionShe notel DCNR will be balancing

the public comments with other survey and polling data more representative of all of Pennsylvania. Ms.
Faraguna advised the next steps include preparing a response to comments documentatg tharimer,
adapting the policy as needed, and having a final policy in early téathid

5/ bwQa hLISNIiGAz2ya 2F {idG1Fd4S tFNJa yR C2NBaila
John Norbeck, DCNR Deputy Secretary for Parks and Forestry

Mr. Norbeck reviewed the status parksduring the pandemicnotingthe evolving changeseededto
respond to conditionswhile prioritizing the need to provide outdoor recreation as an essential part of
maintaining a healthy lifestyléde covered the challenges wfanaging all aspects of the agency, but
particularlydealing withthe record visitationstate parksand forestswere experiencingWith increased
usagecamea significant amount of illegal ATV ysa increase in graffiand trash andother illegal activity
from visitors not familiar with the rules and regulations of these public lands.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Jim Laircdsubmitted questionsgelatingto OHV use.

Other attendees included:

Aara Vinsh, DCNR Jim Laird, DCNR Trails Advisory Committee Member
Eric Nelson, DCNR Nick Troutman, Office of Senator Gene Yaw
Shea Zwerver, DCNR Lisa McManusPennsylvania General Energy Co.
Ellen Shultzabarger, DCNR Heather Empfield, Campbell Oil & Gas

Chris Novak, DCNR

Sherri Anderson, DCNR

Stacie Amsler, DCNR

Ryan Madara, OA OIT

Cindy Thomas, DCNR

Darek Jagiela, DEP

Cliff David, Conservation Economics

SarahCorcoran, Sierra Club




Couwncil Actions

December 201%:tter to Secretary Dunn commenting on the draft Statewide Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan.

January 2020etter to Paul Zepl© 2 YY Sy GAy 3 2y RNI TG tSyyQa tI N

March2020S G G SNJ 2 weéely {1 dzOK O02YYSylAy3a 2y . dz2NB
strategic plan.

March 202detter to John Norbeck commenting on proposed changes to ATV Trail Development
and Management Hiy.

June 2020etter to Alex MacDonald commenting eecommendations andction steps
developed as part of the Land and Water Trail Network Strategic Plan.

Documents are available upon request.




REQUESHORNFORMATON

If after readng thisreport you would like to receive more information about the Council orwould like to
be addedto our electronic mailing list, pleasecontact us at:

Membership as of January 1, 2020.

Gonservation and Natural Resaurces Advisory Council (QNRAC)
Radel Carson Sate Office Building
P.0.Box 8767
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8767
Telephone 717-772-9084

EMail: glesli 0oV
Website: www.daonr.pa.gov/icnrac
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