Hemlocks are often found along streams, where
their shade helps moderate water temperatures,
maintaining a suitable environment for cold-water
species such as trout. That’s what makes this place
an important reptile and amphibian protection area.

Hammersley Wild Area
The Hammersley Wild Area, at 29,830 acres, is the
largest roadless area in Pennsylvania and is located
in the largest concentration of state forest land in the
state. The Hammersley provides a unique
backcountry experience for hiking, hunting, fishing,
and the pursuit of peace and solitude.

Trailheads
You are welcome to park along open roads to access
the trail as long as your vehicle can safely park off
the road surface. At gated roads there is often space
for a few vehicles to park—please do not park in
front of the gate. Along McConnell Road there are
several oil and gas wells right along the road. You
may park at these sites but stay clear of the
equipment and park safely off the road surface.

Pennsylvania Wild Areas are set aside to provide
locations for scientific observation of natural
systems, to protect examples of typical and unique
plant and animal communities, and to protect
outstanding examples of natural interest and beauty.
The area is almost entirely forested except for four
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natural gas pipelines and a 1964 wildfire burn scar
along the Twin Sisters Trail. The area is noted for
its variety of forest habitats - northern hardwoods
(black cherry, maple, beech, birch) on the north side
of the wild area, and oak heath forests with shrubby
understories of mountain laurel and lowbush
blueberry on the southern end.
Hikers should carry topographic maps and a
compass when traversing the wild area. The
Hammersley is perhaps the only place in the state
where you could be more than five miles from any
road. Getting lost here could have serious
consequences.

Cross Fork Trailhead
This trailhead is located at the Bureau of Forestry
Maintenance Division in the town of Cross Fork. At
PA 144, follow Main Street over Kettle Creek, turn
right at Fire House Lane and keep right for the
trailhead. This trailhead offers ample parking,
drinking water, restroom and a telephone for
emergency purposes. Camping is not permitted at
the trailhead. You will also find a restaurant, hotel,
gas and convenience store in Cross Fork.
Dutlinger Trailhead
This trailhead is located along the Hammersley Fork
near PA 144. From PA 144, follow Hammersley
Fork Avenue, turn on to Hammersley Road and
park near the gate. This small trailhead provides the
best access to the Dutlinger Natural Area. Camping
is not permitted at the trailhead.
Trout Run Trailhead
This small trailhead is located along Trout Run
Road. Camping is permitted at this trailhead with a
free permit.
Twin Sisters Trailhead
This small trailhead is located along Red Ridge
Road. Camping is permitted at this trailhead with a
free permit.

Dutlinger Natural Area

History in the Hammersley

The Forrest H. Dutlinger Natural Area is a 1,592
acre tract known for its impressive stand of old
growth hemlock and white pine. This old forest
survived the extensive logging of the early 20th
century because of a boundary dispute between
logging companies. The natural area was named in
honor of Forrest H. Dutlinger, a pioneer in
Pennsylvania forestry who dedicated 53 years of
service to the Commonwealth.

Logging Era

Eastern hemlocks within the natural area have
been treated to fight the effects of the hemlock
woolly adelgid, a nonnative invasive insect. The
adelgid has the potential to eliminate hemlock
from eastern forests, just as Dutch elm disease and
chestnut blight decimated their namesake trees 100
years ago.

Some of the trails in the Hammersley were built on
old railroad grades. A keen eye will notice old
bridge abutments and the remnants of old
foundations. Also watch for large old stumps in the
forest. These are white pine and eastern hemlock
that were logged over 100 years ago.
Village of Hammersley

The dense evergreen canopy associated with mature
hemlock forest creates a unique environment that is
critical habitat for many animal and plant species.
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Dutlinger Natural Area

Fishery

In 1933, the Tamarack (also known as Hammersley
Fork) Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) camp
opened along the Hammersley Fork near the Beech
Bottom Trail. A few remnants from the CCC camp
survive - watch for a rock and brick chimney from
the officers’ quarters, a dynamite shack made of
brick and stone, and a cabin which is now a state



The wild area is known for its native trout fishing in
a backcountry setting. The John Summerson Branch
and Hammersley Fork are designated Pennsylvania
Wilderness Trout Streams, which offer a wild trout
fishing experience in a remote, natural and
unspoiled environment. Trout Run, Nelson Branch,
Elk Lick Run, and Windfall Run are designated
Class A Wild Trout Waters by the Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission.






Tamarack CCC Camp

forest lease camp. The CCC boys built many of the
trails in the wild area and their craftsmanship is still
evident today. The camp closed in 1936.

Trails
The Hammersley Wild and Dutlinger Natural Areas
offer 50.8 miles of interconnected trails. The trails
are best suited to hiking and backpacking.
Motorized use is not permitted. The mileage
between intersections is marked on the map. The
trail colors on the map correspond with the trail
marking color on the ground.
39 miles of trail in the Hammersley and Dutlinger
are marked with yellow 2 x 6 inch rectangles. These
trails are open to hiking, backpacking and crosscountry skiing. Bicycling, ATV, snowmobile and
equestrian use are not permitted. These trails are
rated most difficult because of the rugged terrain
and the remoteness of the area.
The Susquehannock Trail System (STS) is an 85mile loop trail. The STS, marked with orange 2 x 6
inch rectangles, is open to hiking and cross-county
skiing only. 9.4 miles of the STS are located within
the Hammersley. One highlight along the trail is the
Hammersley Pool, a swimming hole along the
Hammersley Fork (GPS coordinates 41.511852, 77.866872). The Susquehannock Trail Club’s
website (http://www.stc-hike.org/) provides more
information about the trail. The STS is rated most
difficult because of the rugged terrain and the
remoteness of the area.





A 2.5 mile section of the Trout Ridge Trail is open
to bicycling, hiking, cross-country skiing, and
equestrian use. This trail is open to bicyclists and
equestrians to provide an easier opportunity to
access the Dutlinger Natural Area. Please secure
your bicycle or horse at the Dutlinger boundary and
continue on foot - less than 1 mile - to the ancient
forest. This shared use trail is marked with red 2 x 6
inch rectangles. This trail is rated moderately
difficult because of the remoteness of the area.
Cross-country skiing is per mitted, but winter
access may be difficult on forest roads. The
Dutlinger Trailhead provides the best winter access.
Trout Run, McConnell, Red Ridge, Windfall, and
Cross Fork Creek Roads are designated Winter Joint
Use Roads, which are open to motor vehicles and
snowmobiles. We do not recommend travelling
these roads in winter unless you have experience
driving narrow icy roads and using tire chains.

The Working Forest

The extensive forests of north central Pennsylvania
abound with wildlife of all shapes and sizes. Black
bear, white-tailed deer and wild turkey are most
commonly seen, but there are many more animals
that live in these forests that are secretive and
difficult to spot – like bobcats, fishers and river
otters.

Natural Gas Fields
On the north side of the wild area you will see many
pipelines and gas wells as you travel McConnell
Road and Trout Run Road. Northeast of Marvin
Run, you will see shallow natural gas wells along
the road. Southeast of Marvin Run is a natural gas
storage area. Buried pipelines carry natural gas from
regional gas fields to this storage field. Natural gas
is piped into the depleted natural gas field
underground. When needed, the stored gas flows by
pipeline to homes and businesses across the eastern
seaboard.
In 1859, a shallow well in Titusville, Pennsylvania,
struck both oil and gas. Early oil drillers considered
natural gas an unwanted by-product of oil
production until they recognized its use as a fuel.
Since 1947, the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources has leased state
forest land to companies that drill for natural gas.

The Pennsylvania Wilds

Non-Motorized Camping is over night camping
along a trail, stream or in the forest away from your
vehicle. If you are staying only one night at a site,
no permit is required. If you are staying more than
one night at a site a free permit is required.

Within the heart of northcentral Pennsylvania lies a
12-county region with a deep connection to its past,
with vast forests, small towns, welcoming people and
authentic, natural experiences. The Pennsylvania
Wilds is one of the best outdoor recreation
destinations in North America. Lose (or find!)
yourself in the Pennsylvania Wilds lifestyle: a slower
pace where the way of life is intertwined with nature
and stewardship. Visit pawilds.com to plan your trip.

Motorized Camping is camping in or near a
vehicle where the vehicle continues to be used for
storage or transportation. A free permit is required.














Camping permits can be acquired by contacting
the Forest District Office at (814) 274-3600 or
emailing fd15@pa.gov.
All motorized camping must be within 300 feet
of a road open to public travel. Vehicles may not
be driven more than 50 feet from the road
surface.
All motorized camping must be more than 300
feet from any building or a state forest leased
campsite except with the lessee’s permission.
All motorized camping must be more than a
road mile from any commercial or state park
campground.
All camping must be 100 feet from any stream
or open water source unless approved by the
District Forester.
Deposit human waste in catholes dug 6 to 8
inches deep at least 200 feet from water,
campsite, or trails. Cover and disguise the
cathole when finished.
Make sure your campfire is cold before you
leave.
Do not burn glass, plastic or metal in your
campfire.
All stone fire rings should be dismantled when
done except at permanent campsites.
Target shooting is not permitted unless
authorized in writing by the District Forester.

The Susquehannock State Forest is a working
forest. Working forests provide us many
environmental, social, and economic benefits. In
every direction, you can see the benefits of the
working forest. Forests filter groundwater, build
soil, keep streams healthy, create oxygen, and
provide shelter and food for plants and animals.

Wildlife Watching

Camping



The Hammersley Pool

Cell service is spotty, but is generally better on
ridge tops and along PA Route 144.
All trash and refuse must be carried out.
Wear fluorescent orange during hunting
seasons.
Check yourself thoroughly for ticks at the end
of the day.
Leave your itinerary with a friend or the state
forest office.
Watch for timber rattlesnakes along the trails
from May through mid-October. They are not
aggressive and will often move away when they
hear you approach. If you see or hear a snake,
stop and assess the situation, slowly back away,
and wait at a safe distance for the snake to
leave. Look first - do not place your hands or
feet where you can't see.
There are several stream fords along the trails.
Choose a shallow location to cross. Deep, cold
and fast water can be hazardous. Stream
bottoms are often slippery, use a trekking pole
to help you balance and probe.

Bear Aware
 Keep pets under control at all times.
 Keep a clean camp site.
 Never leave food unattended.
 Pack everything out - never bury garbage or
burn it in your campfire.
 Do not store food or any scented items (like
toothpaste and deodorant) in a tent, including
clothing with food residues.
 Store food, garbage
and other scented
items in bear resistant
containers or by
hanging at least 10 feet
off the ground and 4
feet out from the trunk.
 Sleep away from the
areas you have cooked
or stored your food.
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Natural areas are set aside to provide locations for
scientific observation of natural systems, to protect
examples of typical and unique plant and animal
communities, and to protect outstanding examples
of natural interest and beauty. Natural areas are
maintained by allowing physical and biological
processes to operate, usually without direct human
intervention.

The village of Hammersley, near the confluence of
Bell Branch and Hammersley Fork, was established
circa 1906 to harvest the hemlock trees in much of
what is now the Hammersley Wild Area. The town
had about 60 homes, an engine terminal, railroad
yard, general store, boarding house, saloon and a
school that doubled as a church on Sunday. To
harvest the timber, the Goodyear Lumber Company
built railroad grades along most of the tributaries of
the Hammersley Fork. Logging locomotives,
capable of moving several loaded cars of logs on
grades up to 7%, hauled the logs over the mountain
to the First Fork Sinnemahoning Creek and on to
the mill in Austin. Logging operations in the
Hammersley tapered off in 1909. The state bought
the land that would become the wild area in the
1930’s, which signaled the end of the village of
Hammersley.

For your Safety and Enjoyment
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Twin Sisters Burn

Civilian Conservation Corps

They yield important resources we use every day,
like lumber, firewood, and natural gas. They offer
beauty, solitude, and the opportunity to recreate.
When we manage forests carefully, they stay healthy
and productive.

Lodging
Make a weekend of it. Information on local lodging
and attractions may be obtained from these visitor’s
bureaus.
North of Cross Fork, contact Visit Potter Tioga at
(888) 846-4228 or www.visitpottertioga.com
South of Cross Fork, contact Clinton County at
(570) 748-5782 or www.clintoncountyinfo.com

Care for the Land
State forests belong to all Pennsylvanians. Take time
to enjoy them, but know the rules and regulations
designed to protect the forests and you. Please be
careful with fire, keep our forests litter free and
don’t damage trees and plants.

Hammersley Wild
Area Trails

Dual Certified Forest
Pennsylvania’s 2.2-million-acre state forest system is
one of the largest dual certified forests in North
America. The forest is certified under Forest
Stewardship Council™ and Sustainable Forestry
Initiative© standards. Dual certification ensures that
Pennsylvania’s forests are managed to the highest
third-party standards.
The FSC© is an independent organization supporting
environmentally appropriate, socially beneficial, and
economically viable management of the world’s
forests. SFI© certification focuses on protection of
water quality, biodiversity, wildlife habitat, species at
risk, and forests with
exceptional
conservation value.
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For more information
Susquehannock State Forest
3150 East Second Street
Coudersport, PA 16915
(814) 274-3600 x101
Email: fd15@pa.gov

Susquehannock State Forest

